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Goldring 
reiterates call for 
Orthodox unity 


Retiring MP keynote speaker 
at Edmonton’s Independence 
Day commemoration 


By Marco Levytsky 

Retiring Member of Parliament 
Peter Goldring reiterated his call 
for a unified Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church free of Moscow’ s influence 
at the Ukrainian Independence Day 
commemoration organized by the 
Edmonton Branch of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress at the Ukrain- 
ian Youth Unity Complex in Ed- 


monton, August 23. 
“Orthodoxy is one of the great 


building blocks of Ukrainian civil- 
ization. Religion has always been 
a key element of Ukrainian life, 
dating back to the conversion of 
Kyivan-Rus’ by Vladimir the Great 
in 988,” said Goldring, who has 
served as Conservative MP for Ed- 
monton East since 1997 in his key- 
note address. 


“Orthodox unity in Ukraine 
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would increase religious independ- 
ence for the Ukrainian people, but 
also reduce Moscow’s influence in 
other former Soviet states should 
Ukraine lead the way towards an 
independent and recognized Ortho- 
dox church. 

“Most priests and parishioners of 
Ukraine’s Orthodox Moscow Patri- 
archate Church, Russian-speaking 
or Ukrainian-speaking, are good 
loyal Ukrainians and would wel- 
come to move to a recognized 
Church of Ukraine, free of Mos- 
cow’s influence. 

“To this end, Moscow appears 
to have woken up to the threat. I 
had very cordial meetings in To- 
ronto with the Russian Orthodox 
Church (Moscow Patriarchate) and 
the Russian Congress of Canada. 
But, one month later, after my new 
300-page Kyivan-Rus Orthodoxy 
Mission Report was released, I 
was viciously verbally attacked by 
them as being a Member of Parlia- 
ment meddling in religious affairs. 
Everything is politics. I believe 
that Moscow has woken up to their 
worst nightmare — possibly losing 
control of the Orthodox church in 
Eastern Europe if talks go well. 
Moscow is nervous,” added Gol- 
dring, who is a parishioner at St. 
Barbara’s Russian Orthodox Cath- 
edral in Edmonton, which falls 
under the direct jurisdiction of the 
Moscow Patriarchate. 

Goldring noted that he has held 
well over 100 special meetings 
throughout Canada, the United 
States, Ukraine, and Turkey. 

"І have met with the principles 
of the Council of Churches in Kyiv, 
an association of all Ukraine’s re- 
ligions. These include religious 
leaders in Ukraine such as: Patri- 
arch Filaret, Ukrainian Orthodox 
Kyivan Patriarchate; Metropolitan 
Onuphry, Ukrainian Orthodox 
Moscow Patriarchate; Metropol- 
itan Mefodiy, Ukrainian Orthodox 
Autocephalous; Bishop Milyan, 
Ukrainian Catholic; Joseph Zissels 
of the World Jewish Council, Sheik 
Tamin, Muslim Leader, and many, 
many others. 

“T also met with former President 
Viktor Yushchenko for two hours, 
who was very encouraging and 
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Я сьогодні від вас від'їжджаю? 
Roughly translated as ‘Today I am departing from you " these words are the opening line and title of a poignant 
Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA) ballad as a soldier bids farewell to his girl, stating he most go and defend his 
native land. Maybe Iwill return or maybe Iwill die, he continues, but girl, think of me. The UPA was a Ukrainian 
guerilla army that fought both Nazi and Soviet invaders during the 1940s and 1950s. As Ukraine once again 
fights invaders from Russia, these words are most appropriate to this photo of a Ukrainian serviceman giving 
his girlfriend a kiss on Independence Square before a military parade marking Ukraine's Independence Day in 
Kyiv on August 24. Quite likely he will soon be in Donbas, defending Ukraine against Russian terrorists.(epa 


photo by Roman Pilipey) 


Sentsov remains defiant 


(RFE/RL)—Ukzainian film- 
maker Oleh Sentsov has offered 
a defiant concluding statement to 
a Russian court trying him for al- 
leged conspiracy to commit terror- 
ism in forcibly annexed Crimea, re- 
jecting a path of “cowardice,” and 
condemning a Crimea “governed 
by criminals.” 

Prosecutors earlier asked the 
court to sentence the acclaimed 
director to 23 years in jail for al- 
legedly organizing a _ terrorist 
group, planning terrorist attacks, 
and illegally acquiring explosives 

The prosecution of Sentsov, a 
Crimean native who was a vocal 
opponent of the March 2014 an- 
nexation, has been condemned by 
a who’s who of international film- 
makers. 

He is facing trial along with a co- 
defendant, Oleksandr Kolchenko, 
in the Russian city of Rostoy-on- 
Don, near the Ukrainian border. 
Prosecutors are seeking a 12-year 
jail term for Kolchenko. 

Both deny any wrongdoing, and 
critics dismiss the charges as re- 
taliation for their pro-Ukrainian 
positions. 

In court on August 19, Sentsov 
said that like Kolchenko, “I am not 


going to ask for anything from you 
— to expect consideration here, 
well everyone understands that...a 
court of occupiers by definition 
cannot be just.” 

He quoted a reflection by Rus- 
sian novelist Mikhail Bulgakov, 
who suggested that “the greatest 
sin on earth is cowardice.” 

Зепізоу also mocked Russian 
propaganda, saying that while 
it is “working excellently” with 
“most of the Russian population,” 
there are “people who are smarter 
— such as you, for instance, here 
— who support the [Russian] gov- 
ernment. You perfectly well under- 
stand that there are no fascists in 
Ukraine. That Crimea was annexed 
illegally. That your troops are fight- 
ing in Donbas. Even I — sitting 
here in prison — know that your 
troops are fighting in Donbas,” a 
reference to the embattled eastern 
Ukrainian regions of Donbas and 
Luhansk. 

He added that “there is yet an- 
other part of the Russian popula- 
tion that knows perfectly well what 
is going on, that does not believe 
in the tales of your agitprop,” using 
a common term for propaganda 
aimed at agitation. 


Sentsov’s lawyer, | МІадіттіг 
Samokhin, called for acquittal — 
saying all the charges are groundless. 

Sentsov and Kolchenko were 
arrested with two other Ukrainian 
citizens — Oleksiy СБугпіу and 
Hennadiy Afanasyey — in May 
2014 on suspicion of planning ter- 
rorist attacks on Ukraine’s Crimean 
peninsula. 

Earlier, Chyrniy and Afanasyev 
were found guilty of participating 
in the group and sentenced to seven 
years each in prison. 

A fresh appeal by the Euro- 
pean Film Academy on August 
19 included the signatures of 15 
filmmakers, such as _ Britain’s 
Ken Loach and Germany’s Wim 
Wenders, saying they were “deeply 
worried” by the prosecutions. 

“We are shocked that the accusa- 
tion of Oleg 5епізоу having com- 
mitted ‘crimes of a terrorist nature’ 
is still being upheld,” the letter, ad- 
dressed to Russian President Vladi- 
mir Putin, said. 

Kyiv and NATO have accused 
Russia of direct military intervention 
in Ukraine, where fighting between 
Ukrainian forces and pro-Russian 
separatists has killed at least 6,400 
people since March 2014. 


Celebrating the 24th Anniversary 
of Ukraine's Independence. 
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Порошенко на параді до 
Дня Незалежності: 


«Ми - не пацифісти» 


Євген Солонина, Радіо Свобода 

Без бойової бронетехніки, 
але з героями АТО і гарматни- 
ми залпами. У такому форматі 


пройшов цьогорічний | парад 
до Дня Незалежності в Києві. 
Відкриваючи парад, президент 


Петро Порошенко наголосив, що 
Україна багатократно зміцнила 
свою обороноздатність, користу- 
ючись відносною стабілізацією 
лінії фронту в період після 
мінських угод. Те, що українська 
армія підвищила свою потужність, 
помітили і за кордоном. Однак, ча- 
стина експертів визнає, що влада 
наразі не змогла позбавитися ба- 
гатьох недоліків в армії, хоча дер- 
жава і суспільство мобілізують на 
оборону значні ресурси. 

Понад дві тисячі військових 
та силовиків, які брали участь в 
АТО, а також українські курсанти 
пройшли маршем на Хрещати- 
ку в Києві. Цей парад, присвяче- 
ний 24-й річниці Незалежності 
України, | приймав президент 
Петро Порошенко. Командирам 
підрозділів, які відзначилися, обо- 
роняючи Україну від російської 
агресії, Порошенко вручив бойові 
прапори. 

За словами президента, саме 
завдяки цим воякам Україна 


нині може святкувати свою 
Незалежність, однак війна ще не 
завершилася. 

«Двадцять п'ятий рік 
Незалежності мусимо пройти, 
як по крихкому льоду Маємо 
розуміти: найменший необереж- 


ний крок може стати фатальним. 
Війна за Незалежність все ще 
триває, | перемогти в ній мож- 
на лише поєднуючи оборонні 


зусилля, дипломатичний хист, 
політичну відповідальність, 
i - залізну витримку. День 


Незалежності майже збігається з 
роковинами жахливої трагедії під 


780-473-5621 
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Grove Manor (Spruce Grove) 
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З Нагоди Річниці 
Незалежності 


Жінки-військовослужбовці під час участі в репетиції параду до Дня 
Незалежності в центрі Києва, 20 серпня 2015 року 


Іловайськом, яка стала наслідком 
прямого вторгнення підрозділів 
російської армії на територію 
України. Минув рік, але ця гли- 
бока рана не гоїться, біль - не 
минає», - зазначив президент. 

Петро Порошенко озвучив втра- 
ти української армії та силовиків 
за півтора роки російської агресії 
- близько 2100 осіб, i ще 7320 
військовослужбовців | отримали 
поранення. Однак він наголосив, 
що за цей період Україна змог- 
ла багатократно підвищити свою 
обороноздатність. | Цьогорічний 
парад пройшов без військової 
техніки. Проте, зауважив Tlo- 
рошенко, 22 серпня за його 
участі кількасот зразків нової 
та  реконструйованої техніки, 
зробленої в Чугуєві Харківської 
області, передали підрозділам 
ATO.. 

«Ще позавчора (22 серпня — 
ред.) в Чугуєві велику партію, 
найбільшу за всю історії України, 


танків, бронетранспортерів, 
БМП, автомобілів,  гаубиць, 
зенітно-ракетних комплексів, 


артилерії ми відправили на пе- 
редову. До кінця ж поточного 
року поставимо до Збройних 
сил України ще понад 300 оди- 
ниць бронетехніки, чотири сотні 
автомобілів, 30 тисяч ракет та 
боєприпасів», - звітує Порошен- 
ко. Він зауважує, що українська 
армія нині здатна відбивати 
російську агресію набагато кра- 
ще, ніж це було торік. Як приклад 
він наводить успішне відбиття 
атак сепаратистів та російських 
військ в районах Мар'їнки та 
Старогнатівки. 

Тим часом російське угрупо- 
вання біля українських кордонів 
— 50 тисяч вояків, в окупованих 
районах Донбасу - 9 тисяч кадро- 
вих військових, близько 40 тисяч 
найманців та понад 500 одиниць 
російської бронетехніки, Ha- 
водить Петро Порошенко дані 
розвідки. Однак, попри такі по- 
туги, Кремль не досягнув своїх 
військових цілей, наголошує 
президент. 

«Росія не досягла мети. Україна 
й українці вистояли, витримали 
удар. Ми були, ми є i ми будемо. I 
хай ці мої слова згадають у далеко- 
му майбутті, коли святкуватимуть 
перші сто років Незалежності. А 
от «Новоросія» - такий же міф, як 
у відомого письменника Толкієна, 
країна Мордор. Ми за мир, але 
ми не пацифісти! Тому, будемо 
нарощувати витрати на Збройні 


сили, збільшувати грошове за- 
безпечення військовослужбовців, 
посилювати контрактну складову. 
Втім, пообіцяти скасування при- 
зову і відсутність нових хвиль 
мобілізації не можу. В умовах 
агресії стовідсотково контрактної 
армії бути не може в принципі», — 
пояснює Порошенко. 

На його думку, якщо за цих 
умов Росія захоче йти на подаль- 
шу ескалацію конфлікту, вона за- 
платить за це дуже високу ціну. 


Українська | армія | дійсно 
зміцнилася за час дії мінських 
мирних угод, частково 
погоджується 3 президентом 


Олексій Мельник, співлиреютом 


програм з міжнародної безпеки 
Центру Разумкова. Водночас, за 
його словами, чинна влада не 
змогла розв'язати цілої низки 
безпекових проблем, викликаних 
українсько-російським | зброй- 
ним конфліктом. 

«Один з небагатьох позитивів 
мінських угод - що вони дали 
змогу Україні компенсувати брак 
техніки i особового складу в армії 
та силових структурах. Однак, 
повністю об'єктивної оцінки ста». 
ну ЗСУ ніхто дати не може. Так, 
частина провладних аналітиків 
говорить, що тепер Україна 
має «найкращу армію Європи. 
Однак це є перебільшенням. 
Зберігаються проблеми 3 
матеріальним забезпеченням — це 
визнають і самі бійці. Логістика 
- залишає бажати кращого. Але 
головні проблеми пов'язані 3 
мобілізацією. Це i «мобілізація» 
як процес призову до лав Зброй- 
них сил, який відбувається в 
кілька хвиль, і «мобілізація» 
як стан. Суспільство, держа- 
ва продовжують жити в стані 
«мобілізації», і за час дії мінських 
угод влада не змогла розв'язати 
цього питання», - резюмує 
Олексій Мельник. 

За шість хвиль мобілізації 
до лав армії в Україні призвали 
понад 200 тисяч осіб. З ураху- 
ванням того, що частина вояків 
вже демобілізувалася, а части- 
на - продовжує служити за кон- 
трактом, штат ЗСУ становить 
260 тисяч осіб. Минулого року 
Україна увійшла до рейтингу 
35 найпотужніших армій світу, 
який готує американське видан- 
ня Business Insider. Українська 
армія посіла в ньому 21-ше місце 
за боєздатністю, обігнавши, 30- 
крема, збройні сили Саудівської 
Аравії, Швейцарії та Швеції. 
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Sen. Andreychuk marks 


Ukrainian Independence Day 
Reiterates call for release of Nadiya Savchenko 


(UkrNews)—Senator _Raynell 
Andreychuk on August 24 marked 
Ukrainian Independence Day 
by reiterating her call for the 
immediate and unconditional 
release of Ukrainian  air-force 
helicopter pilot and parliamentarian 
Nadiya Savchenko. 

“Twenty-four years ago, with the 
adoption of the Act of Declaration 
of Independence of Ukraine, 
Ukrainians began the process 
of creating an independent and 
sovereign Ukrainian state,” said 
Senator Andreychuk in a media 
statement. 

“Today, that process faces an 
unprecedented challenge.” 

“Ms. Savchenko has become a 
symbol of this challenge, and of 
the sacrifices of all Ukrainians who 
continue to struggle for a future in 
which they have a fair chance to 
live in peace and prosperity.” 

“People around the 
view the Kremlin’s ongoing 
disregard for Ms. Savchenko’s 
rights and freedoms in much the 
same way as they view President 
Putin’s incursions in Ukraine: 


world 


as an unjustifiable violation of 
international laws respecting the 
integrity and independence of 
sovereign states.” 

“Canadians continue to support 
Ukraine’s independence, and 
to call for the immediate and 
unconditional release of Nadiya 
Savchenko,” she added. 

Savchenko, 34, is a Ukrainian 
air force helicopter pilot, Member 
of Parliament and delegate of the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe (PACE). 


On June 18, 2014, she was 
captured by Kremlin-backed 
separatists and smuggled into 
Russia. Accused of complicity 


in the deaths of two Russian 
journalists in Luhansk, Ukraine, 
she was imprisoned in Moscow. 
On January 25, 2015, she was 
charged with the additional offense 
of “illegally crossing the border.” 
No evidence has been produced 
to support these accusations in 
court. If convicted, Savchenko 
faces up to 25 years in prison. 
Savchenko has held hunger 
strikes, totalling more than 100 


days and jeopardizing 
to protest her detention. 

On March 2, 2015, Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko named 
Savchenko “Hero of Ukraine.’ U.S. 
ambassador to the United Nations 
Samantha Power has _ raised 
Savchenko’s case at the U.N. The 
Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe, the European 
Parliament, several European 
Governments, Canadian Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Rob Nicholson, 
as well as Global Days of Action 
involving protests in cities around 
the world have called for the 
immediate release Ms. Savchenko 
—all to no avail. 

On July 30, 2015, a pre-trial 
hearing of Savchenko’s case was 
held behind closed doors in a 
remote location close to a rebel- 
controlled area of eastern Ukraine. 
Neither journalists, nor Ukrainian 
or foreign representatives were 
allowed into the hearing chamber. 
The court has denied the defence’s 
request for trial by jury. 

Concerns continue to be 
raised with respect to Russia’s 
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ongoing detention of several other 
Ukrainian nationals, including 
film director Oleg Sentsov, who 
was arrested in May 2014 after 
protesting Russia’s annexation of 
Crimea, and Ukrainian journalist 
Maria Varfolomeyeva, who was 


arrested in January 2015 while on 
assignment in Luhansk. 


UCCLA welcomes 
Lennikov’s deportation 


(UkrNews)—The Ukrainian Canadian Civil; Liberties Association has 
welcomed the news that former Soviet KGB Captain has decided to leave 
Canada айег attempting for fight a deportation order for six years. 

August 16 the National Post reported that Mikhail Lennikovy, 55, 
voluntarily left the church in which he had sought sanctuary in 2009. 
He was escorted by Canada Border Services Agency officers to Torento, 
where he boarded a flight to Moscow. 

ЗІ can confirm he left, he’s no longer in the country,” said Hadayt 
Nazami, his Toronto immigration lawyer. “It was a voluntary departure 
through negotiations. He wasn’t deported.” 

He declined to explain why Lennikoy had decided to give up his fight. 
He said the Russian had been negotiating an agreement with the CBSA 
for some time. The deal did not involve Lennikoy going to any country 
other than Russia, he said. 

“Lennikoy had no right to enter Canada. His claim to being a refugee 
was dismissed by the Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, an 
independent tribunal. When his appeal of that decision was overturned 
by a Federal Court judge, he decamped into a pre-prepared bolt hole in 
a Vancouver church, where he claimed a non-existent right to sanctuary, 
flaunting the rule of law, aided and abetted by people who ignored what 
the KGB was — a criminal organization responsible for many crimes 
against humanity,” stated UCCLA’s chairman, Roman Zakaluzny, August 
17. 

“We have consistently called for Lennikov’s removal from our home 
and native land,” added Zakaluzny. 

“Canada has no need to offer KGB men citizenship. UCCLA even 
offered Lennikoy a one-way ticket back to his home town of Vladivostok. 
He didn’t take us up. Instead he apparently went back to Moscow, where 
another KGB man, Putin, now rules. Lennikov’s claim of being fearful 
that he would be harmed if he returned to ‘Mother Russia’ was obviously 
as bogus as his assertion that he was a refugee. We are glad he left and 
we hope he is gone for good. In our view, he is not welcome to return to 
Canada, ever. And those other NKVD/SMERSH/KGB men and women 
still here should also be identified and deported. We'll cover their one- 
Way economy airfares from here to whence they came. Canada is a better 
place without the likes of a Lennikov,” he concluded. 

But, according to Nazami, Lennikov’s wife and son are still in Canada, 
and they’ve applied for their Canadian citizenship, although he was 
unsure if they’ve received it yet. 

As reported by Jennifer Moreau of Burnaby Now, August 18, Nazami 
said Lennikoy still wants to fight the order to leave the country. 

“He might very well come back depending on the outcome of his 
application. He has a number of applications outstanding,” he said. “If 
he wants to apply from overseas, he can file new applications. He could 
file a humanitarian application, sponsorship application, registered visa 
applications. Whether or not they accept it is another issue.” 
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UKRAINIAN CANADIAN CONGRESS КОНГРЕС УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 


Leading the Community 
Ведемо вперед нашу громаду 


Greetings оп the 24th Anniversary of the Independence of Ukraine 
August 24, 1991 - August 24, 2014 


Dear Friends! 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress, its member organizations, provincial councils and local 
branches extend warm greetings to the Ukrainian Canadian community and all those celebrating 
the 24" anniversary of Ukraine’s independence. 

Through the centuries, the people of Ukraine struggled and fought for their liberty and 
independence. Generations of Ukrainians endured and resisted years of oppression and foreign 
occupation, united in an unwavering determination to see freedom return to their homeland. On 
August 24, 1991 that dream was realized. 

Today, as we celebrate the 24" anniversary of that great day, Ukraine’s independence, 
territorial integrity and freedom are again under threat from a foreign invader. The Russian 
Federation wages a war of aggression against Ukraine, seeking to once more subjugate Ukraine 
to Russia’s tyranny. The people of Ukraine are bravely resisting this invasion, defending their 
homes, their country and their freedom. United in common purpose, with God’s help, they will 
be victorious. 

As we celebrate Ukraine’s independence, we pause to pay tribute to all those who have given 
their lives so that Ukraine may be free, and to all those who today must take up arms to defend 
and preserve that freedom. 

Today, let us remain united in our efforts to support the people of Ukraine in their battle to 
protect their country. Let us continue to draw inspiration from their courageous struggle. Let us 
remember that justice, democracy and liberty will triumph over cruelty, despotism and 
imperialism. And let us pray that peace will soon return to Ukraine. 


Слава Україні! Героям Слава! 


With respect and best wishes, 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Paul Grod, President 


З нагоди 24-01 річниці проголошення 
незалежности бажаємо усім українцям 
радісного святкування цього важливого дня! 


MARKET DRUGS MEDICAL 


10203 - 97 St., Edmonton, Alberta T5J 015 
Ph.: 780-422-1397 Fax: 780-426-6179 
www.marketdrugsmedical.com. 


- Спілка 
. Української 


Молоді 


www.cym.org 


шховує молодь 
зберігає українську мову 
заохочує до фізичних зайнять 
підтримує українське та 
громадське життя 
об'єднує українців-однодумців 
посилює почуття приналежиости || 
до українців в Україні. 


- зберігає культуру 


розвиває провідницькі 
та творчі здібності. 


плекає духовність 
зміцнює дружбу 


М Email:uyaedm@telusplanet.net 


Registration for the 2015/16 СУМ year to take place on 


Tuesday, Sept 15, 6:30 - 8:00 PM at Dim Molodi at 9615- 
153 Avenue. Open for children and youth ages 4 & up. For 
further information, please contact Taras Podilsky at 780- 
479-3114 or bulba@telusplanet.net. Hartuis! 


Ukrainian Мемуз/Українські вісті, August 27 - September 9, 27 серпня - 9 вересня, 2015 


Хмара: Особливе 
самоврядування Донбасу - це 
мирна капітуляція України 


Грина Стельмах, Радіо Свобода 
На свій законопроект щодо 
децентралізації i особливого 
самоврядування Донбасу  Пе- 
тро Порошенко повинен ввести 
мораторій. Завадити внесенню 
цього документу у порядок ден- 
ний сесії у вересні мають і депу- 
тати, кажуть відомі інтелектуали 
та експерти, які написали з цьо- 
го приводу відкритого листа до 
вищого керівництва держави. 
Пропоновані зміни щодо Донба- 
су - це загроза для суверенітету 
і національної безпеки України, 
заявляють вони і закликають усіх 
небайдужих завадити «мирній 
капітуляції» перед Росією. 
Серед більш ніж 30 діячів, 
які підписали звернення до пре- 


зидента та депутатів, - Юрій 
Щербак, Мирослав Попо- 
вич, В'ячеслав | Брюховець- 
кий, Віктор Шишкін, Левко 


Лук'яненко та інші. Усі вони 
категорично проти голосування 
за 18 пункт перехідних поло- 
жень Конституції України, який 
передбачає, що «особливості 
місцевого / самоврядування в 
окремих районах Донецької та 
Луганської областей  визнача- 
ються окремим законом». 
«Це план Путіна - зафіксувати 
і легітимізувати російський ан- 
клав на українській території, що 
став би джерелом дестабілізації 
і | поступового | руйнування 
української держави. А наші 
західні партнери хочуть позбу- 
тися конфлікту на Сході Європи 
за рахунок наших національних 
інтересів. Для нас завдання пола- 
мати цей план і не дати змінити 
Конституцію за жодних обста- 
вин», - заявив Герой України, 
колишній політв'язень Хмара. 
Відтак, діячі наполягають на 
введенні мораторію на прези- 
дентський законопроект або хоча 
б виключення спірного пункту з 
його тексту. 
«Україна Mae оголосити 
мораторій | на | запроваджен- 
ня змін до Конституції до 
того моменту, поки не будуть 
виведені всі війська окупан- 
та з території України і не буде 
відновлено контроль над всією 


Ukrainian DNIPRO Choir ої Edmonton 
62 years of choral tradition - 62 роки хорової традиції 


ххх NEW MEMBERS WELCOME - ЗАПРОШУЄМО В ЧЛЕНИ *** 


Our Exciting New Season starts August 317! 


г 


'- Preserving Rich Ukrainian Culture within Canadian multicultural identity and tradition 


* Зберігаючи богату українську культуру в багато культурні канадській традиції 


e All voice types welcome 


e Rehearsals on Mondays 7:15-9:45pm 


Запрошуємо усі голоси 
Репетиції по понеділках 


St. John’s Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, Lower level, 10951 - 107 St 


Website_dniprochoir.com * Email info@dniprochoir.com * ЕВ dniprochoir 


President Susan Romaniuk 
780.430.6407 


Artistic Director Irena Szmihelsky 


780.457.5136 


лінією | українсько-російського 
кордону», - конкретизує суддя 
Міжнародного | кримінального 
трибуналу, член Конституційної 
комісії Володимир Василенко. 

Підставою | для  запровад- 
ження мораторію є вимога, що 
міститься в пункті 2 статті 157 
Конституції, в якій вказано, 
що Конституція не може бути 
змінена в умовах воєнного або 
надзвичайного стану. I хоч де- 
факто воєнний стан президентом 
не введений, але де-юре він вже 
давно існує. 

«В суспільстві є дискусія: чи 
є в нас умови воєнного стану. Я 
вважаю, що є, і я це відобразив 
у своїй окремій думці від 16 
червня до висновку Nel. І ці 
умови не лише фактичні, але 
й юридичні. Я вказав понад 70 
нормативних актів, з яких 15 
постанов, 15 указів президента 
та інші нормативні акти найви- 
щих органів державної влади. 
Якщо врахувати ще й підзаконні 
акти, то їх більше сотні. Всі вони 
вказують на юридичні підстави 
наявності у нас умов воєнного 
стану. А те, що президент не ввів 
його своїм указом, свідчить про 
те, що він неналежним чином 
виконує свої обов'язки як пре- 
зидент і як головнокомандувач», 
- каже суддя Конституційного 
суду у відставці Віктор Шишкін. 

За таку позицію суддя 
Шишкін нещодавно і поплатив- 
ся своєю посадою, вважає де- 
путат від «Самопомочі» Семен 
Семенченко, в той час як інші 
«кишенькові» судді погодились 
на заклики гаранта і дали пози- 
тивний висновок щодо законо- 
проекту. У цьому контексті він 
також згадує ДТП 26 липня за 
участю головуючого судді Юрія 
Бауліна. 

«Аварія, у яку потрапив голо- 
ва Конституційного суду, може 
бути випадковістю i збігом, але 
змушує  насторожитись. Так 
само, як і ще один чудовий збіг: 
той суддя (Віктор Шишкін - 
ред.), що хотів голосувати про- 
ти, не отримав «аплодисментів і 
квітів» за свою позицію», — ска- 
зав Семенченко. 

Намагання президента при- 
швидшити ухвалення змін до 
Конституції пояснюється тим, 
що в іншому випадку це, нібито, 
ставить під загрозу виконання 
Мінських домовленостей. Та 
ці зміни ухвалюються під дик- 
товку міжнародних гравців та 


ворогів України, каже ще один 
підписант звернення,  дипло- 
мат, голова правління «Майдану 
міжнародних справ» Богдан Яре- 
менко. 

Зокрема, йдеться про пункт 
Nel] підписаної 12 лютого другої 
Мінської угоди, який передбачає 
«проведення конституційної 
реформи в Україні з набран- 
ням чинності до кінця 2015 
року нової Конституції, яка 
передбачає в ролі ключового 
елемента децентралізацію з ура- 
хуванням особливостей окремих 
районів Донецької та Луганської 
областей (узгоджених з пред- 
ставниками цих районів), а та- 
кож ухвалення постійного зако- 
нодавства про особливий статус 
окремих районів Донецької та 
Луганської областей... 2» 

«Я закликаю не допустити на- 
руги над Конституцією, зако- 
ном і порушення елементарної 
логіки, | оскільки | ухвалення 
змін до Конституції під дик- 
товку іноземних партнерів а 
також ворогів є розтратою тієї 
суб'єктності, яку Україна отри- 
мала і завоювала в міжнародних 
відносинах ціною життів, 
відданих на Майдані і відданих 
під час цієї війни», - резюмує він. 

Разом з тим, заміною особли- 
вому самоврядуванню Донбасу 
може бути тимчасова автономія 
чи навіть оголошення окупації, 
вважає філософ Сергій Дацюк. 

Голосувати ж за 


ee 


децентралізацію, як це пропонує 
президент, вже відмовились 
фракції «Самопоміч» та Ради- 
кальна партія. Для ухвалення 
конституційних змін їх повинні 
підтримати He з менше 300 
депутатів. 

Натомість президент та його 
соратники неодноразово кате- 
горично стверджували і наголо- 
шували, що жодного особливого 
статусу Донбасу законопроект 
не передбачає. А розмови про 
те, що закріпити цей особли- 
вий статус в Основному законі 
нібито вимагають західні пар- 
тнери, Петро Порошенко назвав 


спекуляціями. у 
Визначення y Конституції 
України особливого порядку 


самоврядування в окупованих 
районах Донбасу - шлях до по- 
вернення цих територій під 
контроль Києва, чи узаконен- 
ня російського анклаву, який 
дестабілізуватиме ситуацію в 
державі? 


Бойовики погрожують вбивати 
спостерігачів на Донбасі - ОБСЄ 


(Радіо Свобода) — Бойовики угруповання «ДНР», яке в Україні 
визнане терористичним, погрожують вбити спостерігачів ОБСЄ, 
якщо представники місії повернуться в селище Безіменне Новоа- 
зовського району Донецької області. Про це заявив заступник голо- 
ви спеціальної моніторингової місії ОБСЄ Александр Гуг 19 серпня 


на брифінгу у Донецьку. 


«Сьогодні вранці у Безіменному в напрямку Азовського моря 
представник «ДНР» погрожував убити наших спостерігачів, якщо 
вони наступного разу знову прибудуть на блокпост», - заявив Гуг. 

Він також додав, що з боку угруповань «ДНР» та «ЛНР» продо- 
вжують лунати суперечливі вимоги до спостерігачів ОБСЄ. 3a його 
словами, з одного боку, бойовики публічно критикують місію че- 
рез те, що вона не відправляє достатньо патрулів. А з іншого боку, 
продовжує Tyr, бойовики самі відмовляють інструкторам в доступі 
до певних місць для спостереження за ситуацією. 

Александр Гуг також зауважив, що сигнал під час польотів 
безпілотних апаратів місії знову потрапляє під електронне глушіння 
за допомогою військового обладнання. 


Ukrainian News/Y«painebki вісті, August 27 - September 9, 27 серпня - 9 вересня, 2015 


Ukraine buys debt relief, 
bringing some good news 


By Mark Rachkevych, Kyiv Post 

After five months of talks with 
private creditors and the unpredict- 
able consequence of a debt mora- 
torium looming, Ukrainian Finance 
Minister Natalie Jaresko triumph- 
antly announced on Aug. 27 that 
she had achieved a write-down of 
up to $3.8 billion of the nation’s 
debt. 

In addition to securing a 20 per- 
cent write-down on $19 billion 
worth of government eurobonds, 
Ukraine obtained a four-year freeze 
on principal payments from a group 
of bondholders that own about half 
the government’s sovereign and 
sovereign-guaranteed debt. 

Chicago native Jaresko managed 
to get the debt rolled over into nine 
new bonds that will be repaid in 
equal amounts each year starting in 
2019, with a coupon of 7.75 percent. 

“Less of the government’s scarce 
financial resources will be spent 
servicing high debt levels taken 
on by previous governments,” the 
Finance Ministry said in a state- 
ment. “And more will be available 
for critical social spending and na- 
tional defense.” 

Russia’s 18-month war against 
Ukraine has caused billions of dol- 
lars of damage to infrastructure in 
easternmost Donetsk and Luhansk 
oblasts, and has also contributed 
to ravaging the economy. Inflation 
spiked to 55 percent in the year 
through July, during which the 
hryvnia sunk 42 percent against 
the U.S. dollar. The war death toll 
is approaching 7,000, according to 
the United Nations, and some 1.5 
million people have been internally 
displaced. 

The deal secures for Kyiv more 
than $15 billion in savings over the 
next four years, excluding coupon 
payments. The write-down is also 
a crucial precondition for further 
unlocking disbursements from the 
International Monetary Fund-led 
$40-billion financial bailout pro- 
gram that is to run through 2018. 

The IMF appeared comfortable 
with the debt operation, declaring 
it meets prior conditions the inter- 
national lender set for its $17.5 bil- 
lion contribution to the financing 
program. Measures also includes 
Kyiv bringing public and publicly 
guaranteed debt to less than 71 
percent of gross domestic product 
by 2020 and maintaining the state 
budget’s financing needs at an 
average of 10 percent of GDP in 
2019-2025. 

“We welcome today’s agreement 
on the terms of the debt exchange 
offer,” Christine Lagarde, head of 
the IMF, said in an emailed state- 
ment. “The announced parameters 
of the agreement will help restore 
debt sustainability and — together 
with the authorities’ policy reform 
efforts — will substantively meet 
the objectives set under the IMF- 
supported program.” 

Kyiv has already received $6.7 
billion from the IMF under the 
current financing program, and ex- 

pects to get $3.4 billion in the next 


Finance Minister Natalie Jaresko speaks with Prime Minister Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk at a government meeting on Aug. 27 (PHOTO UNIAN). 


four months. Central bank reserves 
currently stand at $10.4 billion, 
less than half of what was on hand 
when Russia invaded and annexed 
Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula in 
March 2014. 

Creditors, who are owed $500 
million on an expiring eurobond in 
less than a month, might get more 
money back if the economy im- 
proves or hits certain benchmarks. 
Starting in 2021, if GDP rises faster 
than 3 percent, for example, Kyiv 
must pay them a portion of the total 
value of the economic growth on a 
sliding scale from 15 to 40 percent, 
depending on how well things im- 
prove. 

“The resolution of Ukraine’s 
debt saga looks like a great success 
for all parties involved,” Anders 
Aslund, senior fellow at the At- 
lantic Council, wrote on Aug. 27. 
“The IMF has changed the rules of 
the game as it desired. The bond- 
holders will still do well. Ukraine 
got the necessary debt relief. It has 
already carried out a major fiscal 
adjustment and major structural re- 
forms, especially in energy, bank- 
ing, and pensions.” 

But the debt relief plan isn’t 
finalized yet. Parliament must first 
approve the measures when it те- 
convenes on Aug. 31 after the sum- 
mer break. 

And on the creditors’ side, a 
final agreement requires the ap- 
proval of 75 percent of bondhold- 
ers with at least two-thirds of them 
present at the meeting, according 
to Bloomberg Business. Ukraine’s 
debt furthermore contains clauses 
that mean missing a bond or cou- 
pon payment on one loan translates 
into default on them all. 

Most ambiguous is a $3 billion 
eurobond that the disgraced ad- 
ministration of ex-President Vik- 
tor Yanukovych sold to Russia two 
months before he abandoned office 
in February 2014. 

Moscow had refused to join the 
debt restructuring talks and its fi- 
nance minister, Anton Siluanov, 
said on Aug. 27 that Russia won’t 
participate. 

Russia placed the bonds in its 
rainy day State Welfare Fund, 
and Putin has insisted that the se- 
curity isn’t a private debt. Mean- 
while Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko has called the bond 


a “bribe” because it was part of a 
$15 billion loan that Putin offered 
to Yanukovych after he rejected a 
landmark political and trade pact 
with the European Union in Моу- 
ember 2013. 

Still, “Russia can’t expect under 
any circumstances to get better 
(restructuring) conditions than the 
other creditors,’ Prime Minister 
Arseniy Yatsenyuk tweeted on 
Aug. 27, meaning at least a $600 


million haircut on the nominal 


value of the security. 

The IMF’s vague position further 
contributes to the security’s uncer- 
tain status. It’s not clear whether 
the Washington D.C.-based lender 
is classifying the loan as official 
debt. Also, the international lender 
hasn’t stated whether it will con- 
tinue financing Ukraine if Kyiv 
misses a payment to Russia. 

The IMF’s executive board will 
make a final decision on the Rus- 
sian bond, according to a confer- 
ence call Nikolay Gueguiev, the 
fund’s head of mission in Ukraine, 
gave on Aug. 4. 

Thus far the Kremlin hasn’t de- 
manded early repayment — as it is 
entitled to do under the loans con- 
ditions, since Ukraine’s public debt 
now exceeds 60 percent of GDP. 

“Why should Ukraine pay any- 
thing to its aggressor?” the Atlantic 
Council’s Aslund said. “Ukraine 
has already raised a number of 
international law cases against 
Russia for its illegal annexation of 
Crimea and its confiscation of state 
and private property there. An ag- 
gressor should pay war reparations, 
as Iraq was forced to do after it at- 
tempted to annex Kuwait in 1990.” 

The Russian bond probably 
won’t be paid back in full, accord- 
ing to Nomura International’s Tim- 
othy Ash. “But it remains a com- 
plication until Russia finally agrees 
a way forward... I would expect 
bondholders to push for assurance 
in terms of equal treatment with 
this $3 billion liability to Russia.” 

Russia’s Finance Ministry has 
stated that although the notes are 
a tradable eurobond, they weren’t 
issued at the same market condi- 
tions. And Russia’s Siluanov has 
earlier threatened to taking Ukraine 
to British courts if it misses pay- 
ments, as the security is governed 
by English law. 


Celebrating the 24th Anniversary of 
Ukraine's Independence 
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SAUSAGE MAKERS™ 


Delicatessen Meat Market 
Respected sausage makers, established since 1958. 
Purveyour of their own delicatessen garlic sausages, meat loaves, 
wieners, salami, and other "Famous Products" delicacies. 
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» Wood smoked bacon 

* Smoked turkeys 

» Delicatessen sausages and cheese 
° Freezer beef, veal, pork 

° Social packs 

« Kobassa with impeccable taste! 

* Hot from our own smokehouses. 


™ property of 


CENTRAL PRODUCTS & FOODS LTD. 


630 Nairn Avenue, Winnipeg 
Ph: 667-2981 
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Edmonton Granite Memorials 
has moved! 


After 28 years at our former location at 97 Street 
and 110 Ave., we have moved to a brand new loca- 


tion at 13623 — 149 Street to serve you better. 


Open Mon to Friday 8:00 till 5:00 
Saturday 9:00 till 4:00 
Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


ral Home, Crematorium 
and Reception Centre 


Would you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you and your family 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? 

When the time comes to honor a 
loved one’s memory in a personal and 
respectful way, please call us. 


¢ Wide range of burial & cremation 
services & products 


» Prearranged funeral plans to 
meet your personal wishes 
and financial budget 


24 hours: 780-426-0050 
Edmonton: 9709 - 111 Avenue 


www.parkmemorial.com 


“Owned and operated by the 
Smolyk family since 1941 
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Edmonton, Alberta, T6A 3Y6 
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No special status 
for terrorists 


Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko has called on all political forces 
in the country to support his plans for constitutional change that would 
grant special status to separatist-minded parts of eastern Ukraine. 

Under no circumstances should Ukraine’s parliamentarians accept 
these amendments. This is nothing but a capitulation to Russia and its 
terrorist proxies. 

Special status gives the terrorists free hand in the territories they have 
devastated, a veto over Ukraine’s foreign policy and European aspiration 
plus — in order to add insult to injury - make Ukraine, whose own 
economy has also been devastated by this war and by the pillaging of its 
resources by the Russian puppets who ran the previous regime — pay the 
terrorists for the damage they themselves created. 

These amendments are also unconstitutional because Ukraine’s 
1996 Constitution precludes any changes that “foresee the abolition or 
restriction of human and citizens’ rights and freedoms, or if they are 
oriented toward the liquidation of the independence or violation of the 
territorial indivisibility of Ukraine.” 

Can you imagine Canada giving special status to a Quebec run not 
by federalists, nor parliamentary separatists like the Parti Quebecois, nor 
even by the defunct terrorist FLQ, but to.a 21" century group of terrorists 
who have committed such extensive mass murder that they make the FLQ 
look like a bunch of boy scouts in comparison? 

That is not to say Ukraine does not need decentralization and could use 
a federal system. But it would be a federal system similar to Canada’s 
where all provinces are equal and linguistic diversity is recognized by 
allowing provinces control over education and control over linguistic 
policies. We have one province (Quebec) that is officially unilingual 
French (meaning the language of government is French), two provinces 
that are officially bilingual (Ontario and New Brunswick) and seven other 
provinces that are officially unilingual English. 

Of course any such federalization should reflect Ukraine’s unique 
situation, but in terms of protecting minority rights — and this is what we 
should consider instead of special status for terrorists - Canada remains 
as a role model. 

If re-conquering the annexed territories remains an unrealistic expectation 
as long as Russia is prepared to send more troops and weapons into the regions 
and the West is unwilling to give any assistance that is of any substantive 
nature, then the best option is to simply maintain a frozen conflict for the 
time being. That means Ukraine cannot recognize the illegal annexation of 
Crimea nor the terrorist regime in Donbas, but has to temporarily accept the 
frozen conflict as reality as is the case in Georgia, as is the case in Moldova 
and as has been the case in Korea since 1953. 

In the meantime, what’s left of Ukraine can concentrate on becoming a 
functional democratic society along Western noms and implementing the 
economic and anti-corruption reforms so desperately needed. 

All empires collapse some day and so will the Russian empire 
eventually. When that day comes the lost territories can retum to a 
democratic Ukraine. 

But until that day comes any constitutional changes that will provide 
special status for terrorists are a betrayal of all those who gave their 
lives for the freedom of Ukraine in past conflicts, all those who gave and 
continue to give their lives for Ukraine in this conflict and a betrayal of 
Ukraine and the people of Ukraine in general. 

And any Western countries that continue to pressure Ukraine to accept 
such changes are acting in a grossly unprincipled and immoral manner 
that involves the illegal interference in the intemal affairs of a sovereign 
country. б 
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Why Ukraine must fight 


By Thor Broda 

The annual commemoration of Ukraine’s “Declara- 
tion of Independence”, is a time for reflection on the 
current state of Ukraine and her future. 18 months into 
the Russian invasion, the West has provided some 
economic aid and put moderate pressure on Russia to 
cease its invasion but the token sanctions have been 
only partially effective. Ukrainians, both in Ukraine 
and the Diaspora, have begun to question whether 
Crimea and Donbas are worth the fight and resulting 
deaths. The most recent military mobilization cam- 
paign was only 60% successful, and some prospect- 
ive recruits have dodged their call to duty and fled the 
country. 

Can Ukraine survive this existential crisis as an in- 
dependent state and continue on the road to reform 
and democracy? To survive and achieve these goals 
Ukraine must fight! We must constantly remind our- 
selves why. 

A poem written over 100 years ago by Ivan Franko, 
Modern Proverb, (Сучасна Приказка) is still an al- 
legory for Ukraine’s plight today. Franko tells of an 
unfortunate man who falls into a raging river. Floun- 
dering and fearing he will drown, the man sees a 
friend standing on a bridge and cries out to him for 
help. The friend stands idly on the bridge and ponders 
whether the man will sink or swim. Instead of helping, 
he counsels, "Не тратьте, куме, сили, Спускайтеся 
на дно". (“Don’t waste your energy, my friend, allow 
yourself to sink to the bottom.”) 

Franko then suggests that you meet many such 
friends every day. Although you struggle to survive, 
all they do is criticize and instead of help offer the 
same counsel, “Don’t waste your energy, my friend, 
allow yourself to sink to the bottom.” 

He compares the drowning man to the Ukrainian 
nation which struggles, while false friends stand on a 
safe bridge, speculating whether Ukraine will sink or 
swim, and in response to cries for help, offer the same 
advice, “Don’t waste your energy, my friends, allow 
yourself to sink to the bottom”. 

However, the man does not sink and drown. He ig- 
nores the advice and continues to struggle, finally find- 
ing solid ground beneath his feet. Soon the bridge over 
the raging river on which the false friends stand, starts 
to sway causing them to panic and cry out, “Save our 
lives, our power, interests, estates and our status!” 

Today, Ukraine is the drowning man; the raging riv- 
er is Russian resurgent messianic imperialism mani- 
fested through the invasion of Ukraine; and the false 
friends are countries like Germany, France and the 
Obama administration (excluding the American Con- 
gress) in the USA. 

Although they have provided some economic as- 
sistance and military training, they also pressured 
Ukraine into agreeing to the “Minsk Accords”, which 
have never been honoured by Russia and its surro- 
gates. Russia has escalated the invasion and yet defen- 
sive weapons have not been forthcoming. 

Instead of insisting on a return to the status quo 
which existed prior to February 2014,.the West has 
become fixated on the Minsk accords which benefit 
Russia and penalize Ukraine, which has unilaterally 
tried to honour them. International law and treaties 
are forgotten, as are the Russian invasions of numer- 
ous territories since 1991, including the genocide in 
Chechnya and Russia’s complicity in the genocide in 
Syria. The “Minsk Accords” allow Putin and the West 
to posture as peacemakers while the invasion con- 
tinues and escalates. Ukrainians continue to die! 

The West’s advice is similar to that given to Franko’s 
drowning man. Agree to what Russia wants, no matter 
what the cost to Ukraine, and ignore the continuing 
desire of Russia to re-conquer Ukraine. Aggression 
has been met with appeasement. The lack of resolve 
of the West parallels the lack of resolve of those on 
Franko’s bridge who fail to offer help to the drowning 
man. Many non-military means exist to contain and 
defeat Putin, yet the West has been weak-kneed and 
disunited, and failed to resort to the many economic 
weapons at its disposal. 

Many people in Ukraine and the Diaspora seem to 
have adopted a defeatist attitude to the continuing war 
in Ukraine, arguing that giving up Donbas and Crimea 
in exchange for peace should be considered. Disillu- 
sionment with the pace of reform and continuing cor- 
ruption, as well as the perceived treachery of some in 
the military leadership, have probably played a signifi- 
cant role in the defeatist attitude. Morale has wavered 
and draft dodging has become more common. 

Those willing to pay for peace by capitulation argue 
that these areas are not worth the lives of Ukrainians 
and that their inhabitants don’t want to be in Ukraine 


anyway. They reason that decreasing the number 
of ethnic Russians in Ukraine, that in the past sup- 
ported the criminal clans of Donbas and remnants of 
the Communist Party, will only improve Ukraine’s 
chances of reforming and remaining an independent 
State. The rust-belt industries of Donbas were already 
in great need of costly modemization, and now much 
of the infrastructure of Donbas has been destroyed 
by Russia’s invasion. Their philosophy seems to be 
“Good nddance to bad rubbish.” 

This short-sighted view: forgets history, ignores the 
long-term energy needs of Ukraine, ignores Putin’s 
goals, discounts the negative effect on the morale of 
Ukraine’s armed forces, ignores the government’s 
duty to protect its citizens, and ignores the negative 
impact capitulation will have on EU and NATO coun- 
tries. 

From the times of Kyivan Rus, its warriors fought 
back invading Asiatic hordes in the Donbas region. 
Should Ukraine forget this historical legacy and ca- 
pitulate to the new barbarians at her gates? 

Donbas was historically Ukrainian ethnograph- 
ic territory. As a result of depopulation during 
the Holodomor, Stalin sent Russian colonists into 
Ukraine, many of them into Donbas. Ceding Don- 
bas to Russia would be compounding the tragedy of 
the Holodomor and allow Russia to benefit from this 
genocide. 

Ukrainian Kozaks played a significant role in de- 
feating the Ottoman Empire resulting in Crimea being 
incorporated into the Russian empire. Ukrainians also 
fought in the Soviet army during WW II against the 
Nazi invaders sustaining disproportionately higher 
losses and helped defend Crimea. Is the dominant 
nation of an empire entitled to retain all the benefits 
resulting from the joint efforts of captive nations? If 
so, this provides more justification for Ukraine never 
again becoming part of a renewed Russian empire. 

Donbas and Crimea have a great abundance of nat- 
ural resources and depriving Ukraine of them will 
weaken Ukraine economically and help achieve Pu- 
tin’s goal of again subjugating Ukraine. Donbas has 
large deposits of coal, and great reserves of natural 
gas. Besides Crimea having great, as усі unrealize 
potential as a tourist destination, there are estimated 
reserves of some 43 trillion cubic meters of natural 
gas in the Black Sea within the 200 mile exclusive 
economic zone off Crimea. 

Putin does not want peace but wants to subjugate all 
of Ukraine. Allowing him to annex Donbas and keep 
Crimea will only result in further expansion into other 
oblasts that he has claimed are part of Novorossiya. 
He has repeatedly claimed that Russians and Ukrain- 
ians are one nation, most recently in a recent provoca- 
tive trip to Crimea. Ceding territory in pursuit of an 
illusory peace will not result in him changing his atti- 
tude nor his often stated goals. Already there is talk of 
organizing a puppet government of Ukraine in exile. 

Ultimately, Ukraine and the world has to realize 
that the only rationale for his invasion was for his 
kleptocratic regime to stay in power. By whipping up 
chauvinism and jingoism, he succeeded in diverting 
attention from his incompetence as President and in- 
ability to manage Russia’s economy. Increasing op- 
position to his misrule subsided and was replaced 
with the siege mentality of defending Mother Russia 
against phantom Ukrainian fascists and their alleged 
American masters. 

Ceding territory will negatively impact on the mor- 
ale of the Ukrainian armed forces. The sacrifices of 
many will be dishonoured. When, not if, Russia ex- 
pands its war further into Donbas and then into neigh- 
boring oblasts, who will come to their defence when 
many will suspect that the government will only ca- 
pitulate again? Armed resistance to an expanded inva- 
sion could quickly evaporate. 

Both Donbas and Crimea are now ruled by a 
“thugocracy”, consisting of people who were nobod- 
ies previously and have become somebodies with 
guns who can impose their will on the people they 
purport to govern, under the direction of the Kremlin. 
The economies of both regions have been devastated. 

The people of beth are still legally and morally cit- 
izens of Ukraine. 4 xey role of government is to pro- 
tect its citizens. Ukraine’s government must continue 
to combat these “thugocracies”, and ultimately seek 
to recover the temporarily occupied territories. To al- 
leviate the humanitarian crisis, Kyiv needs to enlist 
international agencies of all types to deliver direct aid 
to the people of Donbas and Crimea, bypassing the 
thugs who hold them captive. Russia needs to be pres- 


sured by the West to allow such independent aid. 
Cont. оп Р.7 
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Ukrainian independence,| The Soviet Playbook 
then and now 


By Brian Whitmore 

(RFE/RL)—Twenty-four years ago, 
Ukraine won its de jure independence. 
Today, it is in a war to achieve its de facto 
independence. 

When Ukraine’s departure from the Soviet 
Union became irreversible in the dramatic 
summer of 1991, the breakup of the Soviet 
Union became all but inevitable. Moscow’s 
rulers were simply not interested in keeping 
together a union in which ethnic Slavs would 
constitute a minority. 

And if Ukraine’s current struggle for 
de facto independence from Moscow is 
successful and becomes irreversible, it may 
provide the shock and the catharsis Russia 
needs to move beyond its post-imperial 
malaise. 

In this sense, Ukraine’s relationship with 
Russia is the linchpin for the former Soviet 
Union to truly become post-Soviet. 

“The stakes of what is happening are 
not just some minor struggle in a faraway 
country of which we know little. The stakes 
are intellectually, morally, and politically 
much, much greater than that,’ Yale 
University historian Timothy Snyder, author 
of the book Bloodlands: Europe Between 
Hitler And Stalin, said in a speech at the 
Chicago Humanities Festival last year. 

If the Russian-Ukrainian relationship 
is the kind preferred by Vladimir Putin’s 
regime — that of a patron and client, of a 
master and a vassal — then the post-Soviet 
space will remain neo-Soviet and dominated 
by Moscow. 

But if Ukraine is successful in breaking 
free of Moscow’s grip, if it can successfully 
reform and join the West, if it can become 
truly and fully independent, this could 
provide the death blow to Russia’s imperial 
legacy. 

The old cliché that, “Without Ukraine, 
Russia is a country; with Ukraine, Russia is 
an empire,” may be, well, cliché, but it also 
has the virtue of being true. Any Russian 


imperial project begins with Ukraine. 

For more than two decades, Ukraine 
lived a dual existence. It was formally 
independent, but it lived in Russia’s shadow. 
The Kremlin may have recognized Ukraine’s 
independence in August 1991, but it never 
really accepted it. 

And like Russia, Ukraine was riddled with 
corruption, cronyism, and oligarchic rule 
— and much of its corruption, cronyism, 
and oligarchy was linked to Moscow and 
provided the Kremlin with a valuable tool to 
meddle and control Kyiv’s affairs. 

But unlike Russia, Ukraine’s elite was 
pluralistic, its civil society was vibrant, and 
its elections were competitive. 

Ukraine and Russia were separated at 
birth. 

For more than two decades, Ukraine’s 
rulers bobbed and weaved between these 
two realities, just as they bobbed and weaved 
between Moscow and the West. 

But as Ukrainian society became more 
Westernized and more bold, and as Russia 
became more imperial and more overbearing, 
the duality became unsustainable. The 
bobbing and weaving just wasn’t going to 
cut it anymore. 

The result was a revolution. 


Ukzainian civil society, in the words of 


Snyder, wanted to move from oligarchic 
pluralism to the real thing. 

Ukrainian civii society wanted to move 
out of Moscow’s shadow and break free 


from Moscow’s grip. It wanted to be part of 


Europe. And it wasn’t going to take no for an 
answer. 

And the result was also, of course, a war, 
as Russia chose to use force to try to prevent 
the inevitable. It was a war in which Russia 
managed to take Crimea and perhaps a small 
chunk of the Donbas — but in the process, 
appears to have lost the rest of Ukraine. 

On August 24, 1991, Ukraine received its 
independence. Today, it is finally realizing it 
— and the fallout will be profound. 


Why Ukraine must fight 


Cont. from P. 6 


Ultimately, if deprived of Russian propa- 
ganda, residents of the occupied territories 
may be convinced to stay, but those who 
can’t accept living in Ukraine can volun- 
tarily move to Russia. Those who fled to 
unoccupied Ukraine can return home after 
Kyiv’s victory. 

If Ukraine cedes territory, this will send a 
message to the EU and NATO that Ukraine 
is not prepared to defend her territorial in- 
tegrity. If Ukraine won’t defend herself why 
should anyone else. The meager sanctions 
already instituted will be abandoned and 
then it will be business as usual with Russia. 
When Russia continues and expands its in- 
vasion, a renewal of sanctions will be almost 
impossible to achieve. Ukraine will be left to 
fend for herself. 

For all of these reasons and many more, 
Ukraine must continue to fight and not ca- 
pitulate. While defeatism is a symptom of 
exhaustion, ultimately Ukraine must out- 
last the terrorist thugs. It may be a lengthy 
struggle, but once and for all to prosper and 
survive, Ukraine must say, “never again to 
Ethnocide, linguicide, and genocide!” 

Another poem by Franko, Blessed Man 
(Блаженний Myx),which is loosely based 
on some of Christ’s beatitudes delivered in 
the Sermon on the Mount, provides guid- 
ance on the resolve and strength of spirit 
all Ukrainians need to adopt in the fight for 
Ukraine’s survival. (I have modernized the 
references to conform to gender neutrality.) 


“Blessed are they who must appear before an 
unjust court but raise their voices for truth!” 


“Blessed are they, who in times of decline 
when consciences are deafened, shout to 
awaken the nation and expose truth!” 
“Blessed are they who amid turmoil, stand 
like oaks amid the storm and thunder, and 
don’t extend their hands to cruelty, prefer- 
ring to break rather than bow to evil!” 
“Blessed are they who suffer persecution for 
truth and justice, for they prepare their tri- 
umph!” 

“Although memory of those who shed their 
blood for truth and justice, may fade, their 
blood will ennoble the blood of all human- 


ity!” 


Loathe as I am to quote Lenin, a quote 
of his provides insight into the mindset of 
dictators like Putin. “Probe with bayonets. 
If you encounter mush, proceed; if you en- 
counter steel, withdraw.” Defeatism is mush. 
Ukraine and all Ukrainians must be like steel 
to achieve victory. 

To become steel all Ukrainians should be 
guided by further words of Franko, from 
Velyki Rokovyny: 


“Everyone must think that upon them, 
The condition of millions rests, 

That for the fate of millions, 

You each must give account.” 


Imagine if every Ukrainian adopted this 
attitude. Ukraine would become steel, un- 
conquerable by anyone. To be steel Ukraine 
must fight! 


Glory to Ukraine! 
Glory to her heroes! 


in Ukraine 


By Aaron Korwea, 
New Atlanticist, August 19, 2015 

It appears that Russian President Vladi- 
mir Putin is losing the war in Ukraine. 
Gone are the talks about seizing so-called 
Noyorossiya—the strip of land from Khar- 
kiv to Odesa—and establishing a land bridge 
to occupied Crimea. Even though recent de- 
velopments suggest a possible offensive to 
expand the territory Russia and its proxies 
now hold, perhaps with a push to Mariupol, 
the Kremlin knows that such a move would 
trigger tougher sanctions against Russia’s al- 
ready failing economy. 

Putin’s main problem is that he needs to 
keep acting. He didn’t invade Ukraine be- 
cause he feared for the rights of its Russian- 
speakers. Rather, it was a diversion from 
problems at home. He expected a walk in 
the park when he returned as president in 
2012. Instead, he encountered the largest 
anti-government demonstrations since the 
fall of the Soviet Union. Nothing terrifies 
Putin more than popular protests. As a KGB- 
agent in Dresden, he saw firsthand how East 
Germans toppled the oppressive system he 
had dedicated his life to preserve. What if 
Ukraine’s Euromaidan had inspired Rus- 
sians to do likewise? 

When the Ukrainian people clearly said 
no to attempts by former President Viktor 
Yanukovych to impose Russian-style “man- 
aged democracy”—that is, no democracy at 
all—Putin had to discredit them. Hence the 
claim of “fascists,” which to anyone familiar 
with Soviet Newspeak simply means “some- 
one who opposes the will of the Kremlin.” 

The mythology of Russia’s “heroic strug- 
gle against fascism” is one of the few things 
people living in post-Soviet times feel truly 
proud of, and protecting Russians in Ukraine 
and “recapturing” Crimea was the perfect 
way to distract Russians from the increasing- 
ly authoritarian nature of their own govern- 
ment. The problem with this strategy is that 
one needs to constantly be on the offensive 
in order to keep people’s attention. That’s 
easier said than done when the Ukrainians 
are prepared to fight, sanctions are biting, 
and oil prices are falling. 

So what to do? Enter Mykola Azarov, 
Ukzaine’s last prime minister under Yanuko- 
vych. On August 3, Azarov — now living 
in exile in Moscow — formed the “Ukraine 
Salvation Committee,” whose goal is “re- 
gime change” back home. Azarov is wanted 
in Ukraine for several crimes including em- 
bezzlement and abuse of power. 


The committee’s president is former pro- 
Russian MP Vladimir Oleynik, who helped 
draft the infamous 2014 “dictatorship laws” 
granting Yanukovych vast powers to squash 
the Euromaidan. Another member is Oleg 
Tsarey, one of the first people to propose the 
“Novorossiya project” and former speaker 
of the so-called Parliament of Novorossiya. 
Yet another interesting character behind 
the committee is Igor Markoy, recently ar- 
rested in Italy by Interpol at the request of 
the Ukrainian government for his role in or- 
ganizing an assault on a protester against the 
installation of a monument to the Russian 
Empress Catherine the Great in Odesa in 
2007. Without a hint of irony, Putin’s inter- 
national propaganda channel RT accused 
Kyiv of going after “a dissident politician.” 

The timing of the formation of Ukraine’s 
Salvation Committee makes perfect sense. 
Putin needs to make a new move, and now 
he has a full-fledged Ukrainian puppet gov- 
ernment-in-exile that could lay claim to the 
entire country. Russia may insist on includ- 
ing the committee in future peace talks. It 
could organize the population of separatist- 
controlled territories as well as Ukrainian 
refugees in Russia, which, according to Rus- 
sian media, supposedly exceed one million. 
Azaroy says Ukraine’s democratically elect- 
ed government is a “puppet of the Amer- 
icans” so he can be Putin’s puppet, and in 
the spirit of Russian propaganda, claim that 
he is just representing “the other side of the 
story.” 

The Ukraine Salvation Committee bears 
an eerie resemblance to the Polish Commit- 
tee for National Liberation, formed in Mos- 
cow in 1944 to help Stalin conquer Poland 
after World War II, with the help of Soviet 
collaborators. Instead of adding new terri- 
tory to Russia, Putin can use it as a Trojan 
horse to make Ukraine virtually ungovern- 
able. The last thing the new committee 
would do is save Ukraine. But it might be 
useful as a wake-up call to the world. Putin’s 
actions, far from being shocking or surpris- 
ing, follow a pattern straight from the Soviet 
playbook, starting with his early accusations 
of the Euromaidan being a 
the same smear the Soviets used against pro- 
democracy movements in Eastern Europe. 
Faced with setbacks, Putin tries a different 
way. Too bad for him it’s all so obvious. 


Aaron Korewa is former political adviser 
to Carl Bildt, former Foreign Minister of 
Sweden. He lives in Stockholm. 


Poroshenko calls for unity on 
special status for Eastern Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko has called on all political forces 
in the country to support his plans for con- 
stitutional change aimed at ending a separa- 
tist conflict in the east and defeating what he 
called the “Russian aggressor.” 

Poroshenko used a flag-raising ceremony 
in Kyiv on the eve of Ukraine’s Independ- 
ence Day to call on his coalition allies to 
overcome their doubts and vote in favor of 
constitutional amendments that would grant 
special status to separatist-minded parts of 


eastern Ukraine. 

The proposed amendments are scheduled to 
go to a first vote in parliament on August 31. 

But they have split Poroshenko’s pro- 
Western coalition to the point that it remains 
unclear whether the government will be able 
to gather the necessary 226 votes to send the 
proposed amendments to a second reading. 

Several coalition allies are under pressure 
— particularly from militant paramilitary 
groups that oppose giving any ground to 
Russian-backed separatists. 


Ukraine negotiators call for truce 


(RFE/RL)—The warring sides in the 
conflict in eastern Ukraine have agreed to 
strive for an end to all truce violations from 
September 1 — the day the new school year 
is to begin. 

The OSCE special representative in 
Ukraine, Martin Sajdik, said on August 26 
that the sides “agreed to jointly verify the 
fulfillment of this initiative.” 

He was speaking after representatives of 
Ukraine, Russia, and separatists met under 


the auspices of the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in the 
Belarusian capital, Minsk. 

“Today there is a hope that from September 
1 we will succeed fully in ending the firing,” 
rebel representative Vladislay Deinego said. 
“At the moment all sides have expressed the 
intention of abiding by this idea.” 

Fighting between Ukrainian forces and 
Russian-backed separatists has killed at least 
6,400 people in eastern Ukraine 
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Від мобілізації на Львівщині 
тікають, як «чорт від ладану» 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Шоста хвиля мобілізації на Львівщині проходить 
найскладніше від усіх попередніх. На сьогодні, за 
інформацію військових комісарів, призвали лише 
половину чоловіків від необхідної кількості. А з 
числа контрактників - 40% становлять жінки, У 
понад 360 населених пунктах, за даними обласної 
прокуратури, не мобілізована жодна особа. 1Ї ти- 
сяч осіб, які уникають служби, перебувають у роз- 
шуку. 

Львів'янка Ірина Дзьоба вже у серпні мала 
зустрічати сина з зони бойових дій. Програміст 
Тарас Дзьоба рік захищає країну, прийшовши 
добровільно у військкомат, залишивши навчання в 
університеті, родину, високооплачувану роботу. 

«Мобілізація — це така болюча тема, бо 
стосується і мого сина, і хлопців, які на передовій. 
Бо від стану мобілізації залежить їхня доля, їхнє 
життя. Їхня демобілізація напряму залежить від 
того, наскільки буде виконано план з мобілізації. 
Я спілкуюсь з сином і з тими хлопцями, які на 
сході. Вони фатально втомлені недосипанням, 
недоїданням, обстрілами, постійною емоційною 
i фізичною напругою. Є такі, хто не використав 
навіть своєї відпустки, бо їх не було ким замінити. 
А позицію залишити не можуть, бо це найбільша 
їхня справа і відповідальність на сьогоднішній 
день», - говорить мама і волонтер Ірина Дзьоба. 

Більшість чоловіків поїхали на сезонні робо- 
ти, хтось просто переховується, змінивши місце 
проживання. Військові комісари просять навіть 
священиків розмовляти з вірними, самі проводять 
зустрічі з громадами. 

«Коли якісь свята, біжать у вишиванках, ка- 
жуть: «Слава Україні», сидять у барах, за чар- 
кою патріоти, а ось прийти у військкомат, то 
патріотизм зникає. Є дві сільські ради, де живе сто 
військовозобов'язаних. З одного села призвали 20 
чоловіків, з іншого — жодного», - говорить заступ- 
ник військового комісара у Львівській області Бо- 
рис Андрєєв. 

Мова про село Хітар Сколівського району, 
яке має, до слова, славну історію боротьби. На 
сьогодні голова сільської ради не вручив жодно- 
му з мешканців повістку у військкомат. Зараз він 
перебуває на лікарняному, за словами секретаря 
сільради Ольги Лемкалович. Вона каже, що селяни 
відмовляються брати повістки. 

«Ми розносили повістки. Нас у кожній хаті 
такими нецензурними словами обзивають. Не 
відчиняють двері, не розмовляють. Ніхто не хоче 


йти. Ми нічого не можемо зробити, якщо люди 
на заробітках у Росії чи де інде. Батьки нічого 
не хочуть підписувати, коли ми приходимо з 
повістками. Коли почалась ситуація на сході, 
то почали виїжджати», - розповіла секретар 
сільради. 

Саме голови сільських рад мають оповіщати лю- 
дей про призов під час останньої хвилі мобілізації, 
І головною причиною зриву мобілізації в області 
прокуратура Львівщини вважає те, що міські та 
сільські голови самоусунулись від призову. Адже 
вони не хочуть конфліктувати з мешканцями, а THM 
паче перед місцевими виборами. За інформацією 
військових комісарів, голови сільських рад нада- 
ють неправдиву інформацію про своїх мешканців, 
кажуть, що чоловіки за кордоном, а вони насправді 
сидять вдома, зазвичай без роботи. 

Насьогодні на Львівщині порушено шістнадцять 
кримінальних проваджень щодо голів сільських 
рад та керівників підприємств, які перешкоджа- 
ють мобілізації. Небажання йти у військо люди 
пояснюють на свій лад: «Нехай йдуть воювати 
сини політиків і влади. Є Верховна Рада, нехай 
йдуть, а ми чого маємо йти?» 

Мама військовослужбовця, волонтер i 
підприємець Ірина Дзьоба називає інші причи- 
ни зриву мобілізації. На її думку, у державі не 
популяризується служба у Збройних силах. 30- 
крема, жоден генерал у Львові, а їх десятки, не 
звернувся до чоловіків із закликом йти служити у 
військо, зрештою, не висловив і своєї позиції за- 
галом щодо ситуації на сході країни. 

«Мало інформації, мотивації для тих хлопців. 
Слід інформувати, що боронити свою держа- 
ву - це обов'язок кожного чоловіка. Ця тема 
сьогодні не розкручується. Не говориться, що 
це - відповідальність кожного чоловіка. А ще в 
армії бракує підняття авторитету керівництва i 
управлінського рівня. Потрібно розповідати, що є 
офіцери грамотні, відповідальні і люди мають про 
це знати. А ще люди мають знати більше про за- 
безпечення. Я побачила на сході різницю між тим 
коли я була взимку i зараз, влітку. 
продукти, є одяг, зброя, створені лінії оборони. 
Про це треба говорити. Звісно, що воно все не 
настільки досконале, як має бути, але краще, ніж 
було», - наголосила Ірина Дзьоба. 

Син Ірини Дзьоби має бути демобілізований 
у вересні, принаймі так обіцяють посадовці 
Міноборони. А ще припускають, що шостою хви- 
лею мобілізація цього року не обмежиться. 


а CLOronm Є 


Все більше українців пишаються, що 
вони громадяни України - дослідження 


Яна Борщ, Радіо Свобода 

Більшість населення України пишається тим, що 
вони громадяни своєї держави. Про це свідчать 
результати  загальнонаціонального опитування 
населення, проведеного Інститутом соціології 
НАН України у співпраці з благодійним фон- 
дом «Інтелектуальна перспектива». Такий сплеск 
патріотизму психологи пояснюють процесом 
поляризації українського суспільства. 

Дуже важливо, що відбувається у свідомості 
людей у такий нелегкий для країни період, гово- 
рить директор фонду «Демократичні ініціативи 
їмені Ілька Кучеріва» Грина Бекешкіна. 3a її сло- 
вами, у 2004 році лише 38 відсотків респондентів 
пишалися тим, що є громадянами України, і за 
цей період показник зріс до 67 відсотків. Саме за- 
раз відбувається інтенсивний процес формування 
української нації, наголосила Бекешкіна. 

«Сильна нація, очевидно, може формуватися в 
період труднощів, у період втрат, і це значне випро- 
бування для українського народу, яке він, на мою 
думку, витримує з честю», - зазначила Бекешкіна 

Зріс також і вплив патріотизму як фактору, що 
об'єднує українців, наголосила вона. 

«Така позиція, як патріотичні почуття грома- 
дянина України, стабільно з 2000 року станови- 
ла 9 відсотків, 12 відсотків у 2006-му, у 2015-му 
- 42 відсотки. Тобто бачимо, наскільки зростає 
відчуття своєї приналежності до України і своєї 
відповідальності за цю країну», - говорить 
Бекешкіна. 

Зараз відбувається процес поляризації, пояснює 
соціальний психолог Алевтина Шевченко. Людям 
зараз треба визначитися - де свій, де чужий. Якщо 
раніше можна було жити в стані невизначеності, то 
зараз виникла потреба в чіткій ідентифікації себе 
як українця, зауважує Шевченко. 


«Якщо раніше був невисокий патріотизм, адже 
люди не думали - хто вони є, громадяни якої 
країни, що мають для цієї країни робити, які у 
них політичні погляди.Були якісь важливіші речі в 
системі цінностей, то зараз така тривожна ситуація 
вимагає від людини визначитися. Тим більше під 
час війни люди відокремлюють себе, наприклад 
від агресора, говорять чітко про свою національну 
приналежність», - говорить Шевченко. 

За останні | два | роки | в українському 
суспільстві відбулися кардинальні зміни і в 
зовнішньополітичному напрямку, говорить за- 
ступник о директора Інституту соціології HAH 
України Євген Головаха. Зараз підтримка будь-яких 
об'єднань з Росією різко впала, наголошує він. 

«Зараз ми дійсно визначилися - якщо два роки 
тому у нас майже 60 відсотків вважали, що тре- 
ба приєднатися до певного союзу з Росією та 
Білоруссю, і тільки 28 відсотків були проти такого 
союзу, то зараз все навпаки - 58 відсотків висту- 
пають проти будь-якого об'єднання у східному на- 
прямку. Вже 56 відсотків вважає, що треба йти в ЄС 
і тільки чверть проти цього», - говорить Головаха. 

Соціологи також зауважують, що відбувається 
процес декомунізації свідомості українців - до 
трійки антигероїв увійшли Йосиф Сталін та 
Владімір Ленін. Чільне місце серед негативно 
оцінених діячів зайняв екс-президент України 
Віктор Янукович. 

Опитування було проведене Інститутом 
соціології НАНУ у співпраці з благодійним фон- 
дом Інтелектуальна перспектива з 24 червня по 18 
липня 2015 року серед 1802 осіб у всіх регіонах 
країни, крім анексованого Росією Криму і окупо- 
ваних районів Донецької і Луганської областей. 
Похибка вибірки не перевищує 2,390. 
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Goldring reiterates call for Orthodox unity 


Cont. from P. 1 


supportive. 

“In Canada, I met with Bishop 
David Motiuk, Ukrainian Cath- 
olic and Bishop Ilarion, Ukrainian 
Orthodox Ecumenical Patriarchate 
in Edmonton; Metropolitan Yuri, 
Ukrainian Orthodox Ecumenical 
Patriarchate in Winnipeg; Metro- 
politan Soterios, Greek Orthodox 
Ecumenical Patriarchate in Toron- 
to; and many more. 

“These missions have had the 
full knowledge and support of 
Ukraine’s Embassy and Govern- 
ment, Canada’s Embassy, Am- 
bassador of Religious Freedoms 
and government, and have been 
extremely well received and wel- 
comed by all except Moscow,” he 
said. 

In May 2014, Goldring was sent 
to Ukraine on a special 30-day mis- 
sion for the Government of Can- 
ada, during which he was asked to 
visit Odesa by Lutheran leaders to 
discuss the tragic death of some 50 
people in the city’s Labour Build- 
ing. 

Es received two death threats to 
keep me from going. While I was 
in Odesa, the Lutheran leaders and 
men who were in the riot, reported 
to me that the Moscow Patriarchate 
Church received a permit, marched 
with and supported pro-Soviet/ 
Russia radicals, inciting the riot 
that resulted in the deaths. 

“The pro-Soviet, pro-Russia 
rioters were firing guns and 
throwing Molotov cocktails from 
behind riot police-protected “tur- 
tle” formations before fleeing into 
the Labour Building on their own. 
Wooden barricades were built in 
front of the wooden door entries, 
which all lit on fire by Molotoy 


cocktails being thrown from with- 
in; from оп top, and from outside. 


The fire asphyxiated most casual- 
ties,” he stated. 

His 100-page Ukraine Mission 
Report from June 2014 identified 
the following: 

° That language was not an issue, 
except for a few politicians; 

* That some Moscow Patriarch- 


note speaker Peter Goldring. 


UCC Edmonton President Serhiy Kostyuk (right) presents a gift to key- 


ate Church priests are fomenting 
discord and supporting the rebel- 
lion; 

« That there was a perception of 
concern for the seemingly growing 
ultranationalists groups in Europe; 

« That many Moscow Patriarch- 
ate priests and parishioners are 
praying for a Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church recognized by the Ecumen- 
ical Patriarch in Constantinople. 

« That there 15 a need to consult 
with world Orthodoxies on the 
prospect of Ukrainian Orthodox 
unification and recognition. 

« That an Emissary be sent to 
meet with the Ecumenical Patri- 
arch of Constantinople to discuss 
the Orthodox issue. 

Goldring also talked about his 
experiences as an election monitor 
during the Orange revolution in 
2004, when pro-Russian author- 
ities who had falsified the initial 
vote attempted to intimidate him. 

“They put blood in my room, and 
later a bowl of fruit and a bottle of 
wine — all failed Soviet-style scare 
tactics. I knew that if I reported the 
blood I probably would be removed 
from the country for my safety, so 
I cleaned it up. I ate the fruit, and 
tried the wine but it was terrible. I 
left the fruit cores and opened wine 
where they would readily find it,” 
he said. 

Goldring, who first cited the 
Holodomor as an act of genocide 
in Parliament in 1999 noted the im- 
portance of raising public aware- 
ness of the man-made famine in 
which millions of Ukrainians were 
starved to death by Soviet dictator 
Joseph Stalin. 

“Today, it is important to re- 
member, because for too long the 
horror of the Holodomor was si- 
lenced behind the Iron Curtain, and 
is now being denied by Moscow. 
The Holocaust is of equal horror, 
yet it has been rightly remembered, 
recalled, and is a major part of the 
curriculum in our schools. So too 
should be the Holodomor,” he said. 

Bringing greetings from the new 
provincial government, Edmonton- 
Decore MLA Chris Nielsen noted 


that the history of Ukrainians in 
Canada closely tied to the history 
of Alberta 

“In every area of achievement, 
Ukrainians have made major con- 
tributions to Alberta being the great 
place to live that it is and all our 
lives are better because so many 
immigrants chose to come here 
over the decades 

“Special thanks and commenda- 
tions to the excellent work of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress over 
the years 

“But even while contributing to 
Alberta’s success, people remained 
proud of their language and herit- 
age and have continued to be inter- 
ested and stay connected with the 
homeland. 

“This is a joyful weekend, mark- 
ing 24 years since independence 
for Ukraine and we gather here on 
the other side of the world to cele- 
brate 

“But we remain concerned about 
the uncertainties and violence in 
parts of Ukraine today 

“All Albertans value our own 
democratic freedoms and the full 
respect for human rights here. We 
want every person in Ukraine to be 
able to live in the same reality,” he 
said. 

UCC Edmonton President Ser- 
hiy Kostiuk noted that Ukraine is 
where Ukrainians live and urged 
members of the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian community to: 

» Attend community events such 
as Independence Day; 

» Send their children to Ukrain- 
ian schools; 

» Attend Ukrainian church servi- 
ces; 

» Spread the truth about the war 
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Rt. Rev Mitred Archpriest Nicholas Rauliuk (left) and Rey. Anton Tara- 
senko (right) conduct the Memorial Service. 


in Eastern Ukraine. 

“The world knows who started 
the war, the United Nations knows, 
Canada of course, the United States, 
the whole civilized world knows. 
But Ukrainians are strong Ukrain- 
ians are very strong... We survived 
Stalin and we shall survive Putin. 
That is where our strength lies,” he 
said. 

Continuing a practice initiated 
last year, the commemoration 


began with a Memorial Service 


| St. Kevin 


www.stkevin 


.ecsd.net .ecsd.net 


Junior Hig h 


10005-84 St. 
ph: 780 469-8301 


dedicated to all those who gave 
their lives for Ukraine’s struggle 
for independence, conducted by Rt. 
Rey Mitred Archpriest Nicholas 
Rauliuk of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church and Rey. Anton Tarasenko 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church. 

In line with the sombre tone, a 
video in memory of the heroes of 
Ukraine was shown. 

Yarema  Yeliyashevsky | per- 
formed on the piano and MC Olia 
Myc recited a poem. 


Austin O’Brien 
Senior High 


6110-95 Ave. 
ph: 780 466-3161 


www.austinobrien 
.ecsd.net 


.--Ylerainion Dance Ucackemy-- 


is being offered at St. Martin and St. Matthew Elementary 
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Russian court rejects Savchenko 
request for Moscow trial 


(RFE/RL)—A Russian court has rejected a defense request to move 
the high-profile trial of Ukrainian pilot Nadia Savchenko to Moscow. 

The Rostoy-on-Don regional court ruled on August 21 that Savchenko 
— who is charged with providing information that led to the deaths 
of two Russian journalists — should be tried in a small town near the 
Ukrainian border. 

Russian officials say Savchenko, who served in a volunteer battalion 
in eastern Ukraine where Ukrainian forces are fighting Russian-backed 
separatists, provided the coordinates for a mortar attack that killed the 
journalists last summer. 

Savchenko, whose lawyers say was captured by rebels in Ukraine and 
smuggled into Russia, had previously gone on a hunger strike to protest 
her detention, which she says is illegal. 

International rights groups have called for Savchenko to be released. 

Savchenko’s lawyer, Mark Feygin, tweeted on August 21 that the 
ruling is an indication that she would be convicted. 

Feygin suggested Savchenko could eventually be exchanged for 
Russian prisoners in Ukraine. 


ybal .е 
~ Finance «Ї Tax Services 


Personal, Self Employed and 
Home Based Business Taxes 


Alexandra Cybulsky 


ph: 780-478-0207 fax: 780-644-0964 
cell: 780-952-4499 email: cybal@shaw.ca 


13407-92 Street, Edmonton, АВ T5E 3R5 


UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE CLASSES 


for Adults, Teens, and Seniors 
instruction provided at four levels 


September - March 
Wednesdays from 7pm to 9pm 


Contact 780-469-1463 or 780-475-7547 
Sponsored by St. Andrew’s Ladies’ Auxiliary 
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5 U N D AY. 9:00am Gates Open 


9:00 am- 11:00am Strawberries & Cream Pancake Breakfast 
SEPT 1 3 11:00 am—4:00pm  Нагмезі Activities 
201 5 Featuring an old-fashioned threshing bee complete with vintage 


farm equipment and grain deliveries to a historic elevator. Other 
activities include; herb drying, making kapusta (Sour cabbage), 
Ukrainian Cultural 
Heritage Village 


Qrinding wheat and canning. 


12:00 pm, 1:30pm, New! Village Food Demos 
& 3:00 pm Take part in Demos from local professionals including Brad 
Smoliak of Kitchen by Brad and Johwanna Allen of Mojo Jojo 
Pickles. Learn the art of bread making, pickling, and how to 
creatively prepare your root vegetables. 


aw Gi Visitors are encouraged to bring lawn chairs for seating. Sorry, no pets 
iA} Admission Charged. Free admission with a current Experience Alberta's 
pS 


М 
КЕРМА, 
On History Pass or Friends of the Ukrainian Village Society membership з 


rors Мі ах мих 


“AeA” | 26 mins east of Edmonton on Hwy 16 | Phone:720 6623640 | www.ukrainianvillageco ea Мел 


Five Star perform 


Music Fest 
attendance up 14% 


(UkrNews)—Attendance at Ukrainian Music Fest 2015, presented by 
the Friends of the Ukrainian Village Society at the Ukrainian Cultural 
Heritage Village, August 23, was 2,200 —a 14% increase over the previ- 
ous year. 

David Makowsky, Head for Communications and External Relations 
for the UCHY, attributes this increase to three factors: 

« That Master of Ceremonies Steven Chwok is a tireless champion of 
this event. He promotes the Friends Ukrainian Music Fest for months on 
his weekly 840 CFCW program and is a great MC. 

¢ That there is an outstanding group of musicians who make time to 
come out to the Friends Ukrainian Music Fest every year and perform 
for their set. 

« That the weather was very ideal for an outdoor concert. “It was ap- 
proximately 23 degrees under sunny skies with a slight breeze — perfect 
conditions for visitors sitting outside for the entire afternoon.” 

The highlight of the afternoon was the live concert on the main stage, 
which featured an array of musicians performing a unique blend of trad- 
itional and contemporary Ukrainian Canadian music. 

This year’s performers included: Albert Billey, Sparkling Tones, 
Jimmy Watsko, Don & Noreen Klym, Dynamics, Diamonds, Five Star, 
John Bandura & Friends, Eddie & Freddie Chwill, Slusarchuks, Mil- 
lenia, Starlites, UB, Cimmarons, Polka Ramblers, Stan Ostafie, Paul Ko- 
basiuk & Friends and the Chychul Family. 

The Music Fest also includes the annual Kalyna Idol competition, co- 
presented by Kalyna Country Ecomuseum, which took place in the Vil- 
lage courtyard stage. This singing competition showcases the region’s 
best young singers and the winner in each category is invited to perform 
in the afternoon concert at the band shell stage. 

This year’s winners are: Samantha Wiltzen (Junior Division - 12 years 
and under); Ashlyn Ganske (Intermediate Division — 13 — 18 years) and 
Tanya Bombak (Open Division — 19 years and older) 

As an added attraction, authentic activities in the historical village al- 
lowed visitors of all ages to share a sense of the Ukrainian settler experi- 
ence in east central Alberta in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

A village market with courtyard musicians, and children’s activities 
such as a jumpy castle, completed this entertaining day for all the family. 
Those who arrived early could participate in a pancake breakfast in sup- 
port of the Friends of the Ukrainian Village Society. 


Babas & Borshch Festival 
keeps getting better 


(UkrNews)—The Third Annual 
Babas & Borshch Ukrainian Fes- 
tival held in Andrew (located 115 
kilometers northeast of Edmonton) 
August 22 and 23 was a resounding 
success. 

“T think that in many ways it’s 
just getting better. The program- 
ming is better. I think that the qual- 
ity of people performing and doing 
presentations (is getting better)”, 
said Festival Coordinator Hazel 
Апака. 

One drawback, however, were 
the long lineups for food, a chal- 
lenge Anaka says the festival will 
strive to overcome. 

“We need more vendors and 
somehow we have to figure out a 
process so people can get their food 
quickly and efficiently,’ she told 
Ukrainian News. 

The Saturday night Zabava fea- 
turing the Ukrainian Shumka Dan- 
cers, Zabava u Koli and new this 
year, the Axios Men’s Chorus was 
sold out. 

Saturday and Sunday day- 
time performers included the MY 
Ukrainian Dance Academy; versa- 
tile musician Mitchell Palahniuk; 
the Soloveykas choral groups, and 
the Zemlia Vocal Trio. 

Other features included Pysanka 
writing by Paul Gagne; photog- 
raphy displays by Karen Pidskalny 
and Trudy Harold; blacksmith dem- 
onstrations by Skyler Hoffos; cross 
stitching demonstrations by Debby 


ramet: | 
era і 


Display at Museum 


— 


MY Ukrainian Dance Academy 


Gargus; horseshoeing by Krispian (which hold four Divine Liturgies 
Schmidt-Paborn; the presentation per year, one of which was cele- 
of the book “Baba’s Kitchen Medi- brated on the Sunday of the festi- 
cines by Michael Mucz; Kapusta val) the mini golf and the grain ele- 


recipes and demonstration by Ra- 
domir Bilash and Lydia Migus; a 
presentation on “Ukrainian Food 
— Days of Fasting and Feasting by 
Very Rey. Harasym Power, Baba’s 
Bazaar, Baba’s Kitchen the Beer 
Garden, the Outdoor Music Jam, 
Kid's Activities including face 
painting, crafts, bouncy structure 
and a petting zoo;, a pergogy dance 
class; borshch demo; borshch 
cookoff; and the Touring Tin Car 
Club Show. 

An impressionistic documentary 
that chronicles the settlement of 
east central Alberta by Ukrainian 
immigrants at the turn of the twen- 
tieth century “A Place Called Shan- 
dro” was premiered. 

The Festival's star Baba Magda 
was on hand to greet visitors. 

Baba’s grandparents came at 
the end of the 1890s from a part 
of what’s now western Ukraine 
known as Bukovyna. In Alberta, 
they settled at a place near Andrew 
that the aboriginal people called 
Egg Lake. The Ukrainian settlers 
called Egg Lake “Iglyky.” 

A unique feature of the festival 
is the off-venue tour which include 
the Andrew museum which has an 
impressive display of artifacts from 
the pioneer era, the St. Peter and 
Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
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The Zemlia Trio following their performance at Sts. Peter and Paul 
Church with the Pastor. Left to Right: Irena Tarnawsky, Rev Benny Am- 
brosie, Natalia Onyschuk, Ksenia Maryniak. 


A new voice for 
Edmonton-Strathcona 


Eleanor Olszewski, QC 


Federal Liberal Candidate 


vote4eleanor.ca 
eleanor@eleanor4strathcona.ca 
(587) 469-9868 
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NATO warns Russia against 


territory grab in Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—NATO has warned Moscow that any attempt by Russian- 
backed separatists to take more territory in eastern Ukraine would be 
“unacceptable.” 

NATO said in a statement on August 19 that its 28 member states had 
discussed the recent escalation in violence in Ukraine and added that 
“Russia has a special responsibility to find a political solution” to the 
crisis. 

It called on all parties to “de-escalate tensions and exercise restraint.” 

NATO said any attempt by the rebels to move further into Ukraine 
would be “unacceptable to the international community.” 

Fighting between government forces and the separatist forces around 
the southern port city of Mariupol in recent days has led to several people 
being killed. 

NATO also called on all sides to ensure that monitors from the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) can 
perform their jobs “safely and without restrictions.” 


Французьке ім'я - Українська душа 
11727 Kingsway NW | Edmonton АВ Т5Є ЗАЇ 
780.452.7770 chateaulouis.com 1.800.661.9843 
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PHOTO - MIR HUCULAK 
Participants of the Ukrainian Independence Day celebrations at Vancouver's Stanley Park 


Vancouver celebrates 


Ukraine’s independence 


(Ukrainian Vancouver/ 
UkrNews)—Over 100 people at- 
tended a celebration of Ukraine’s 
24" anniversary in Vancouver’s 
Stanley Park, August 23". 

In honour of the occasion the BC 
Provincial Council of the Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Congress issued the 
following statement, issued by its 
president, Yaroslav Gavrylko, BC 
which was posted on the Ukrainian 
Vancouver website: 

“On behalf of the Ukrainian Can- 
adian Congress in British Colum- 
bia I would like to thank everyone 
of you who came out to celebrate 
with us the Ukrainian Independ- 
ence Day and the National Flag 
of Ukraine Day yesterday in the 
Stanley Park’s picturesque Third 
Beach. The event has once again 
turned out to be a major success 
and has grown in popularity judg- 


Twenty-four years ago Ukraine won her independence. 


Today, Ukraine again faces an existential threat to her freedom 
and sovereignty in the face of Russian aggression. UCPBA 
Calgary urges all Canadians to continue their steadfast support 
of Ukraine's right to choose her own destiny and of her efforts 
to build a country where all her citizens may live in peace. 


Слава Україні! Героям Слава! 


, 


ing by the number of attendees and 
the FaceBook photo posts. 

“We look forward to organizing 
many more of these in the future 
with your suggestions and support. 
We thank you for your support this 
year, including a total of almost 
$500 in donations. The Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Congress in BC will 
be donating the entire profits to 
Жовто-блакитна лінія життя via 
its volunteer, Natasha Jatskevich. 


event. We thank our community 
activists for their presentations — 
Nataly Malishey, Besaga Svitlana 
and Svitlana Kominko. 

“Lastly, this event would not 
be possible without the tireless 
work of Vitaliy Likar, Sashko 


Stavyschenskiy, Valery Shevchuk, 
and Elena Shevchuk, all of Wher 


are members of the Ukrainian Can- 
adian Congress BC Council. We 
thank Alex Luchin, Sofiya Pyly- 


We thank Natasha for her immense 
efforts to help us organize this 


Organization launched 
to support Russian 
‘volunteers’ in Donbas 


(RFE/RL)—A former leader of separatist rebels in eastern Ukraine has 
announced the launch of a support network for Russian volunteers who 
fought in the conflict and the families of those killed. 

Aleksandr Borodai said in Moscow on August 27 that the Union of 
Donbas Volunteers aims to gain the same status and benefits for volun- 
teers who fought in Ukraine as for veterans of military conflicts. 

Borodai, a Russian citizen, said it is currently being registered by Rus- 
sia’s Justice Ministry, adding that the organization will have offices in 
Moscow, Rostoy-on-Don, and the Crimea Peninsula. 

The former self-proclaimed prime minister of the self-declared Don- 
etsk People’s Republic did not specify how the organization would be 
financed. 

Borodai estimated that up to 50,000 Russian volunteers fought in east- 
ern Ukraine since fighting between government forces and separatists 
erupted in April 2014. 

Kyiv and the West say Russia is deploying its regular troops to 
Ukraine’s east to back up the rebels. Moscow claims its citizens fighting 
there are all either volunteers or troops on leave from their jobs. 


penko and Мугозіау Petriw for 
their assistance and contributions.” 


Russia burns food for BMW racing team 


(RFE/RL)—Russia’s agricultural oversight agency has reportedly 
burned 1.5 tons of food imported for a BMW car racing team taking part 
in an event in Moscow. 

TASS news agency quoted the agency, Rosselkhoznadzor, as saying on 
August 27 that officials confiscated the goods this week at a checkpoint 
in the Pskov region, about 700 kilometers northwest of Moscow, for 
“crude violations of sanitary rules.” 

The batch was being delivered for the BMW team in a German-based 
series of circuit races called DIM, whose Moscow stage starts on August 
28. 

Russia has banned most imports of Western food products in retaliation 
for sanctions over the conflict in Ukraine. 
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New URDC Director aims to 
expand and spread awareness 


(UkrNews)—The new Director of the Ukrainian 
Resources and Development Centre at Grant MacEwan 
University has ambitious plans to both expand the 
activities of the URDC and spread awareness about 
Ukraine. 

“It is an honour to serve as the Director of the 
Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre and 
to hold the Kule Chair of Ukrainian Community and 
International Development at MacEwan University. 
Since its inception in 1988, URDC has distinguished 
itself through developing and co-ordinating major 
educational and cultural projects that help connect 
MacEwan to its partners in Canada and Ukraine. 
Now, the time has come to expand URDC activities 
to better support MacEwan University’s commitment 
to students and to academic excellence,” said Dr. 
Svitlana (Lana) Krys in a vision statement released to 
Ukrainian News. 

Dr. Krys replaces Dr. Roman Petryshyn, the founder 
of URDC, who served as its director for 28 years. Dr. 
Petryshyn retired on June 30. 

Dr. Krys says that “as the Centre’s new Director, I 
am committed to introducing the study of Ukraine and 
Eastern Europe to MacEwan’s curriculum with the goal 
of spreading awareness about Ukraine, and the major 
geopolitical shifts currently taking place there, among 
MacEwan community at large. I see URDC as an 
indispensable part of MacEwan’s internationalization 
strategies, and through URDC, І would like to provide 
study, research, and extracurricular opportunities to 
students, interested in Ukraine and Eastern Europe, 
thereby making the Ukrainian Studies an integral part 
of humanities at MacEwan. 

“My second objective is to link MacEwan faculty 
members with their research counterparts in Ukraine 
and in Ukrainian academic centres in North America 
and beyond, helping them explore opportunities for 
collaboration offered through current MOUs that 
MacEwan has with universities in Canada, Ukraine, 


and abroad. 


“I am also looking forward to working with 
Canadian Ukrainian community groups in a range 
of academic and cultural outreach initiatives, as 
consistent with URDC’s mandate. 


Dr. Svitlana (Lana) Krys 


“Finally, URDC will now showcase all its activities 
through social media, which will increase its visibility 
among academic and wider communities and assist in 
creating future partnerships. 

Dr, Krys concludes by stating: “It is a privilege 
for me to work with colleagues from MacEwan 
and University of Alberta, who kindly agreed to 
contribute their time to serve on the URDC Advisory 
Council, and I am also grateful for the support of our 
community partners, the Ukrainian Foundation for 
College Education (UFCE). Together, we ensure that 
URDC not only stays preeminent in what it does but 
also expands its footprint in Ukrainian Studies.” 

Dr. Krys completed the equivalent of a Canadian 
Honours BA at Podillia State University, in 
Khmelnytsky, Ukraine in 2003 in addition to 
participating in a one-semester undergraduate 
exchange program in English at the American 
University in Bulgaria and a one-year undergraduate 
exchange program in English at Shorter University, 
Rome, GA, USA. 

She completed a PhD in Slavic Languages and 
Literatures at the University of Alberta in 2011. 


Trade war with Russia hurts Ukraine less 


By Olena Gordiienko, Kyiv Post 

The war that Russia is waging against Ukraine 15 
not limited to supplying troops and arms to eastern 
Ukraine or President Vladimir Putin’s obnoxious vis- 
its to stolen Crimea or to illegally kidnapping and im- 
prisoning Ukrainians. З 

Russia’s trade offensive is only getting worse, too. 

On Aug.13, the Russian government announced 
that, on Jan. 1, Ukrainian agricultural exports will be 
banned. Also on that list of banned agricultural prod- 
ucts are the European Union, Norway, the U.S., Can- 
ada, Australia, Liechtenstein, Iceland, Albania and 
Montenegro. 

The ban will expand the existing list of 13 Ukrain- 
ian-produced items already prohibitedsince last year. 

“As for Ukraine, a ban on agricultural produce will 
enter into force only in case thiscountry’s government 
applies the economic part of the association agree- 
mentwith the EU,” Russian Prime Minister Dmitry 
Medvedev said at a Cabinet of Ministers meeting on 
Aug.13, according to the Russian government web- 
Site. “If we don’t reach an agreement with the media- 
tion of the BU, and I don’t see any signs of this hap- 
pening.” 

A list of products to be banned from Jan. 1 as the 
economic part of Ukraine’s association agreement 
with the European Union comes in force. 

However,even if implemented, the ban wouldn’t 
change much in already tense bilateral trade relations, 
academic director of the Institute for Economic Re- 
Search and Policy Consulting Veronika Moychan told 
the Kyiv Post. 

Trade has already contracted by some 60 percent, to 
$5.2 billion in the first six months of 2015 compared 
to the same period a year ago. 

However,Russia remains Ukraine’s single-largest 
trading partner as a nation. But that title is not likely 
to last long, given current trends and the war. 


The Russian market has been steadliy losing its im- 
portance for Ukrainian exports, particularly in agricul- 
ture. Agricultural exports to Russia in first six months 
of 2014 accounted for eight percent of Ukrainian agri- 
cultural exports, while in the same period of 2015 it 
stayed at two percent only or $126 million. 

“The strategic importance of the Russian market for 
Ukzaine 15 a Soviet atavism,” Ukraine’s Agriculture 
Minister Oleksiy Pavlenko said as reported by the 
ministry’s press office. “Due to unpredictability, arti- 
ficial barriers, milk and meat trade wars, blockade of 
our confectionry, Ukrainian producers have started to 
aim at European, Asian, African and American mar- 
kets. Successful diversification allowed to compen- 
sate the loss of profit from exports to Russia to a large 
extent.” 

As an example, Israel has recently opened its mar- 
ket for Ukrainian eggs after the inspection results ap- 
peared positive for two Ukrainian producers. 

Acording to Movchan, diversification is the guaran- 
tee of stability, and Ukraine is moving in that direction. 
It’s unreasonable to count on immediate change of Rus- 
sia’s status of key trade partner after decades of com- 
mon history and interrelated economies. But reorienta- 
tion of Ukraine’s economy has been happening since its 
independence, although unevenly but steadily. 

In 90’s Russia accounted for 50 percent of Ukraine’s 
external trade, in 2015 it’s only 14 percent of $35.8 
billion turnover. 

The move from Russia as the key Ukrainian trade 
partner will take some time but Russia is‘doing every- 
thing possible to speed up this process,” Moychan 
said. 

Apart from that, experts agree that the EU should 
be referred to as a single market being the single cus- 
tom zone and in this case it by far exceeds Russia in 
trading with Ukraine, accounting for 38 percent of 
Ukraine’s external trade turnover in first half of 2015. 


Congratulations to all Ukrainians 


on 24 years of Independence. 
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Бойовики погрожують 


вбивати спостерігачів на 
Донбасі - ОБСЄ 


(Радіо Свобода) — Бойовики угруповання «ДНР», яке в Україні 
визнане терористичним, погрожують вбити спостерігачів ОБСЄ, 
якщо представники місії повернуться в селище  Безіменне 
Новоазовського району Донецької області. Про це заявив заступник 
голови спеціальної моніторингової місії ОБСЄ Александр Гуг 19 
серпня на брифінгу у Донецьку. 

«Сьогодні вранці у Безіменному в напрямку Азовського моря 
представник «ДНР» погрожував убити наших спостерігачів, якщо 
вони наступного разу знову прибудуть на блокпост», - заявив I yr. 

Він також додав, що з боку угруповань «ДНР» та «ЛНР» 
продовжують лунати суперечливі вимоги до спостерігачів ОБСЄ. За 
його словами, з одного боку, бойовики публічно критикують місію 
через те, що вона не відправляє достатньо патрулів. А з іншого боку, 
продовжує Гуг, бойовики самі відмовляють інструкторам в доступі 
до певних місць для спостереження за ситуацією. 

Александр Гуг також зауважив, що сигнал під час польотів 
безпілотних апаратів місії знову потрапляє під електронне глушіння 
за допомогою військового обладнання. 

В ОБСЄ заявляють про погіршення ситуації на Донбасі біля 
Донецька, Горлівки і Маріуполя. Спостерігачі наполягають на 
гарантіях безпеки і свободи пересування для подальшої ефективної 
роботи в Україні. 
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Сепаратисти викорінюють 
пам'ять про Голодомор та репресії 


Дмитро Шурхало, Радіо Свобода 

Ватажки угруповання «ДНР» вирішили демон- 
тувати пам'ятники жертвам політичних репресій 
та Голодомору в місті Сніжному. Як зазначають 
українські експерти, таке рішення є реакцією 
сепаратистів на процес декомунізації в Україні, 


a також продиктоване бажанням слідувати 
російській ідеологічній доктрині. Натомість, 
самі сепаратисти пояснюють свою (ініціативу 


«відновленням історичної справедливості». 

Рішення про демонтаж пам'ятників ухвалила 
так звана «Народна рада» угруповання «ДНР», 
що визнане в Україні терористичним. Як зазначив 
один із.ініціаторів такого рішення Валерій Скоро- 
ходов, громада Сніжного не давала згоди на їх вста- 
новлення, а також пояснив необхідність демонта- 
жу «відновленням історичної справедливості». 

Директор Українського інституту національної 
пам'яті Володимир В'ятрович називає дії 
сепаратистів з спрямованими на відновлення 
радянської ідеології, яка заперечувала ці злочини. 

«З іншого боку, це ще й вплив Росії, яка 
дуже нервово реагує на пам'ять про Голодомор. 
Відповідно, це робиться для того, щоби продемон- 
струвати свою підкреслену лояльність до Росії», 
— додає він. 

Головний редактор інтернет-видання «ОстроВ», 
яке пише про Донбас, Сергій Гармаш вважає 
таке рішення сепаратистів насамперед їхньою 
реакцією на процес декомунізації в Україні і, зо- 
крема, на демонтаж пам'ятників Леніну. Також, 
експерт зазначає, що сепаратисти намагаються йти 
у фарватері офіційної російської ідеології. 

Водночас, за словами експерта, лідери 
сепаратистів намагаються позиціонувати свої дії 
не як боротьбу проти України, а як боротьбу проти 
хибно обраного українським керівництвом курсу. 


Зокрема, в угрупованні «ДНР» визнали українську 
мову як «другу державну», а в березні цього року 
очільники сепаратистів на чолі із Олександром 
Захарченком покладали квіти до пам'ятника Тара- 
су Шевченку в Донецьку. При цьому так званий 
«міністр освіти та науки» угруповання «ДНР» 
Пор Костенюк зазначив із цього приводу, що тво- 
ри поета мають світове значення. За його словами, 
Шевченко «зробив внесок у світову літературу, 
у світовий культурний простір - і Російської 
Федерації, i Російської Імперії, i України», - на- 
голосив він. 

Тоді ж керівник організації «Молода республіка» 
Сергій Кондринський наголосив, що «в «ДНР» 
не зносять пам'ятники», Однак через два місяці 
сепаратисти в Донецьку демонтували барельєф 
українському поету та дисиденту Василю Crycy, 
який був розміщений на будівлі філологічного фа- 
культету Донецького національного університету. 
А тепер ініціювали демонтаж пам'ятних знаків 
жертвам Голодомору та політичних репресій. 

Як зазначає Сергій Гармаш, подібні дії, 
вірогідно, санкціоновані російськими кураторами 
сепаратистів. 

«Російський вплив там визначальний в усьо- 
му, в тому числі і в ідеології. Невдовзі там бу- 
дуть виключно російські підручники і навчаль- 
на програма. І зараз ведуться переговори, щоби 
російські паспорти там роздавали. Вони цього не 
приховують: ідуть повністю у фарватері Росії та 
позиціонують себе як частина Росії», - розповідає 
експерт. 

Голодомор мало зачепив промислові райони 
Донбасу, ба навіть багато селян рятувалися тут 
від штучного голоду. Однак, як зазначає Володи- 
мир В'ятрович, Голодомор є загальноукраїнською 
трагедією, пам'ять про яку об'єднує всіх українців. 


Найбільший німецький банк підозрюють 
у відмиванні брудних російських грошей | 


Наталія Писанська, Радіо Свобода 

Найбільшій у Європі та одній із найпотужніших 
фінансових установ світу - «Дойче банку» 
(буквально перекладається як німецький банк) 
- загрожує покарання у розмірі 4 мільярдів 
доларів за сприяння у відмиванні грошей 13 Росії 
і порушення режиму санкцій США проти Москви 
та Ірану. Співробітників банку підозрюють у тому, 
що вони допомагали клієнтам перепродувати акції 
у Великій Британії, придбані за рублі. 

У зв'язку зсумнівними фінансовими операціями, 
під підозру потрапили угоди московського офісу 
«Дойче банку» з купівлі сертифікатів за рублі на 
позабіржовому ринку, і продажу за долари вже за 
кілька секунд на позабіржовому ринку у Лондоні. 
Обсяг цих угод може становити шість мільярдів 
доларів сумнівного походження. 

У коментарі «Дойче банку» пояснюють лише, що 
здійснюється внутрішня перевірка щодо значної 
кількості операцій, а до низки співробітників 
ужито дисциплінарних заходів. 

«Ми ведемо слідство у справі осіб, котрих 
обвинувачують у членстві в організованому 
угрупованні та участі у «каруселі виграшу» 
з дохідної вартості у торгівлі сертифікатами 
парникових газів в атмосферу», - повідомив 
представник державних адвокатів Франкфурту- 
на-Майні Александр Бадле. 

«Карусель виграшу» - це складна структура 


торгівлі акціями, у котрій задіяні учасники як у 
Німеччині, так і за її межами. 

Розслідування  оборудок німецького банку 
здійснюють владні структури чотирьох країн. 
Зокрема, наглядові органи США передбачають, 
що «Дойче банк» порушує режим санкцій, 
запроваджених щодо Росії та Граку. Американське 
слідство цікавлять дзеркальні угоди на ринку 
цінних паперів, які сприяли російським клієнтам 
банку вивозити гроші з країни, не інформуючи 
про це владу. А розпочалося усе з обшуку 
центрального офісу «Дойче банку» у 2014 році, 
пояснює Бадле. 

«Зважаючи на обсяг лише суми несплачених 
податків з цих оборудок, котра становить 850 
мільйонів євро, це виправдовує дещо довге 
розслідування справи, особливо враховуючи 
те, що ми маємо досить детально «просвітити» 
численні транзакції банку», - сказав Александр 
Бадле. 

Фахівці дійшли висновку, що учасниками 
сумнівних угод були компанії, ймовірно, створені 
для таких оборудок. Адже, на їхню думку, 
співробітники «Дойче банку» у Москві та Лондоні 
у деяких випадках мали справу з тими самими 
сторонами оборудок. 

Тим часом, як повідомляє німецький часопис 
«Шпігель», слідство щодо цих порушень розпочав 
також i Центральний банк Росії. 


Президент: 9 тисяч кадрових російських 
військових перебуває на окупованих територіях 


(Радіо Свобода) - - Росія має 50 тисяч військових 
на кордоні з Україною і 9 тисяч кадрових 
військових на окупованих територіях, заявляє 
президент України Петро Порошенко. 

«Російське збройне угруповання поблизу нашого 
кордону на сході сьогодні вже складає більше, ніж 
50 тисяч осіб, на окупованих територіях також 
перебуває більше, ніж 40 тисяч, у тому числі 9 
тисяч кадрових військовослужбовців збройних 
сил Росії, які стоять на керівних посадах, тим 
самим формуючи підрозділи російської армії на 
наших територіях», - сказав Порошенко у своєму 
виступі під час проведення Маршу Незалежності 
на Хрещатику. 

Зайого словами, Москва поставила бойовикам до 
500 танків, до 400 артилерійських систем, близько 
950 бойових броньованих машин. «Лише за цей 


тиждень три великі колони перетнули кордон у 
напрямку Луганська; Донецька, Дебальцева», - 
сказав глава держави. 

Водночас, Порошенко заявив, що загроза з боку 
Росії вже не є невідворотною. «Ворог знає, що ми 
готові дати відсіч і ціна ескалації виявиться для 
Росії надто високою», - наголосив президент. 

На сході України від квітня 2014 року тривають 
бойові дії проти проросійських сепаратистів. 
Влада України і Захід заявляють, що Росія 
підтримує бойовиків на Донбасі зброєю й 
особовим складом, і закликають припинити такі 
дії. Москва свою причетність заперечує, визнаючи 
лише, що на українському сході можуть бути 
російські «добровольці». Через дії Росії на сході 
України, а також через анексію Криму проти неї 
діють міжнародні санкції. 
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Report with tally of Russian| Ukrainian ‘cyborg’: 
war casualties causes stir 


By Mike Eckel 

(ВЕБ/ВІ)--А Russian-language 
website has caused a stir with a 
report asserting that more than 2,000 
Russian soldiers have been killed in 
the conflict in eastern Ukraine. 

Delovaya Zhizn, which translates 
as Business Life, published the 
information online in March, as part 
ofa larger story of how the Russian 
federal budget was compensating 
relatives of servicemen killed in 
the line of duty. 

The report went unnoticed until 
Ukrainian websites and Forbes 
magazine’s online edition drew 
attention to it. Two former U.S. 
ambassadors to Russia and Ukraine 
— Michael McFaul and Steven 
Pifer, respectively — tweeted out 
mention of the report. 

The issue of Russian soldiers 
fighting in eastern Ukraine is 
critical for the Kremlin, which has 
routinely denied that its military 
forces are involved in the conflict 
between Ukrainian government 
troops and Russian-backed 
separatists, despite mounting 
evidence to the contrary. In some 
cases, the Kremlin has said that 
any Russians fighting in Ukraine 
are merely volunteers. 


In May, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin signed a decree 
classifying Russian _ military 


casualties in peacetime “special 
operations” as a state secret, and 

prohibiting their publication. 
Research released earlier that 
Russia’s | political 


month by 
opposition tallied at least 220 


Russian soldiers who had died in 
Ukraine. The United Nations has 
placed the death toll in the conflict 
that began in April 2014 at more 
than 6,400, including civilians and 
combatants, and said it may be 
much higher. 
As of August 26, most of the 


Crosses marked only with numbers stand on the graves of unknown 
pro-Russian separatists at a cemetery in the eastern Ukrainian city of 
Donetsk in February 


original story was still posted 
on the Delovaya Zhizn site, 
though the material specifically 
related to Russian casualties had 
been removed. Cached versions, 
however, showed the article 
reporting that as of February 1, 
more than 2,000 families had 
received compensation for relatives 
killed in Ukraine. Another 3,200 
soldiers wounded in battle had also 
received compensation, it said. 

RFE/RL could not independently 
confirm the figures. A person who 
responded to messages sent to 
Delovaya Zhizn’s e-mail address 
identified himself as Anatoly 
Kravchenko, and said that the 
website had received the casualty 
figures from relatives of dead 
servicemen as well as “insider 
information” from the Russian 
Defense Ministry, but declined to 
identify any specific sources. 

The person also said the site had 
removed the information about 
casualties from the article after 
receiving a warning from Russia’s 
media regulator, Roskomnadzor, 
saying that the site was in breach 
of Russian law and threatening 


consequences if the article was not 
removed or revised. 

A phone call to Roskomnadzor’s 
office in Moscow was _ пої 
immediately returned. 

In the period leading up to 
Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 
March 2014, masked, camouflaged 
soldiers appeared abruptly around 
the Black Sea peninsula. The 
soldiers wore no insignias and the 
Kremlin repeatedly denied they 
were Russian servicemen. 

Later on, however, Putin 
acknowledged that the soldiers 
were Russian and a holiday was 
established to honor them. 

In an effort to discredit Russian 
claims, Ukraine has frequently 
distributed photos and videos of 
captured soldiers who identify 
themselves as active-duty Russian 
servicemen. 

In a video released earlier 
this month by Ukraine’s main 
security agency, a man captured 
by Ukzainian forces near the city 
of Donetsk said he had served 19 
years in the Russian Army and 
appealed directly to Putin to secure 
his release. 


Ukraine poll shows support 
for independence rising 


By Ron Synovitz 

(RFE/RL)—A new opinion poll 
from Ukraine shows that after 16 
months of war against Russian- 
backed separatists in the country’s 
east, more Ukrainians now support 
independence than at any time in 
the last 15 years. 

The findings by the Kyiv-based 
Razumkoy Center come from a sur- 
vey conducted ahead of Ukraine’s 
August 24 Independence Day cele- 
brations, which commemorate its 
199] declaration of independence 
from the Soviet Union. 

Andriy Bychenko, the direc- 
tor of sociological research at the 
Razumkoy Center, told RFE/RL 
the survey reflected a surge of 
patriotic feelings since the ouster 
of President Viktor Yanukovych 
in February 2014 and the outbreak 
of war with separatists about two 
months later. 

Bychenko said that “the fact 
that Ukraine did not give up” and 
allow eastern Ukraine to break 
away from the rest of the country 
with Russia’s military support was 
“a manifestation, not a cause, of a 
high level of support for independ- 
ence. 

Not all analysts see the survey 


as a promising sign for Ukraine, 
which is struggling with severe 
economic troubles and an armed 
conflict that persists despite a 
cease-fire deal signed in February 
2015. 

It was impossible for the re- 
searchers to conduct their opinion 
survey in parts of eastern Ukraine 
now under the control of separa- 
tists or on the Crimean Peninsula, 
which Russia annexed in March 
2014 after sending in troops and 
Staging a referendum deemed il- 
legal by about 100 countries. 

Kyiv-based commentator Ok- 
sana Zabuzhko told RFE/RL the 
poll’s indication that only 72 per- 
cent of Ukrainians in government- 
controlled territory support in- 
dependence was “a most alarming 
signal for the Ukrainian state.” 

Still, a similar study conducted 
in 2014 by the Razumkov Cen- 
ter — which also did not include 
residents in Crimea or the conflict 
zone in eastern Ukraine — found 
that only 61 percent of respondents 
supported Ukraine’s independence. 

The new poll’s results do not 
mean that a large minority of 
Ukrainians oppose independence: 
The survey found that 8 percent 


of respondents would now vote 
against independence, while the re- 
maining 20 percent did not offer an 
opinion. 

Ukraine’s population, including 
Crimea and the parts of the eastern 
regions of Donetsk and Luhansk 
that are controlled by separatists, is 
about 46 million. 

There are about 2.5 million 
people living in Crimea and about 
1.3 million in separatist-controlled 
parts of the eastern provinces of 
Donetsk and Luhansk, from which 
many have fled since the conflict 
erupted. 

The shifting population and poll 
numbers indicate that support for 
independence has risen substan- 
tially since 2005 — a year after 
the Orange Revolution ushered a 
pro-Western president to power — 
when a poll by Razumkov found 
that 53 percent of all Ukrainians 
supported it. 

But still, the August 2015 sur- 
vey results stand in stark contrast 
to 24 years ago, when 90 percent 
of Ukrainians supported the parlia- 
ment’s August 24, 1991 declaration 
of independence from the Soviet 
Union in a popular referendum that 
December. 
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‘They tried to break me, 
but it didn’t work’ 


By Halyna Tereshchuk and Robert Coalson 

(RFE/RL)--Ukrainian paratrooper Oleksandr Mashonkin suffers from 
constant headaches and stabbing pains throughout his ribcage. He wakes 
up at home with a start, imagining himself back in the basement of the 
state security building in the separatist-held city of Donetsk. 

He still can’t believe his nightmare is over. 

Mashonkin is one of Ukraine’s celebrated “cyborgs” -- the handful of 
soldiers who held out to the end during the brutal battle for Donetsk air- 
port that lasted from September 2014 until January 21, 2015. 

Earlier this month, Mashonkin, 29, was released after 197 days as a 
captive of the self-proclaimed Donetsk People’s Republic -- a “Ukrain- 
ian slave,” as he says some separatists put it -- in a swap between the 
Russian-backed rebels and Kyiv. 5 

Mashonkin’s unit, the 80th air-mobile brigade; was mobilized on Au- 
gust 13, 2014 -- around the time a rebel offensive that Kyiv says was 
strongly backed by Russia put government troops under intense pressure. 
He experienced the hellish fighting in the Donetsk airport buildings, hold- 
ing out for two weeks against intense shelling and raking gunfire. 

On January 21, the roof collapsed in the building that Mashonkin was 
holding. Ukrainian forces withdrew, and Mashonkin and 14 other “cy- 
borgs” were pulled out -- wounded, but alive -- from the twisted steel and 
concrete. 

The first days of captivity were the worst, Mashonkin says, especially 
after the “cyborgs” spent a day under the control of the notorious separa- 
tist commander Arseny Pavlov, aka Motorola. 

“They'd take a few of us away and beat them,” Mashonkin tells RFE/ 
RL’s Ukrainian Service. “Then they’d bring them back and take away 
someone else. This lasted all day. They beat everyone -- with pipes, 
stools, table legs. They beat us all over -- on the head, all over the body, 
in the groin.” 

“Eventually, the pain stopped -- they were beating us so badly that they 
were just breaking things that were already broken.” 

At one point, Mashonkin says, the men were even beaten by an Ortho- 
dox priest. 

“When we were with Motorola, a priest appeared -- apparently from 
the Moscow Patriarchate -- with a cross. He beat us on the head with that 
cross. Maybe he thought it would drive out our sins,” Mashonkin remem- 
bers. “He said that we were not human. A priest in a cassock with a cross. 
And when the wooden cross broke over someone’s head, he came back 
with a metal one. I’ve seen priests like that only in horror films.” 

After a day with Motorola’s men, the captured “cyborgs” were trans- 
ferred to a former archive room in the basement of the former Ukrainian 


security service (SBU) building in Donetsk. For the first time, they were -ж 


given medical treatment and a change of clothes. 

“We were there in the basement without windows for a week or two,” 
he says. “They gave us some kasha or soup twice a day. Later, they put us 
in another cell with other prisoners.” 

Conditions in the new cell were better. There were 44 prisoners, but 
there was a window. Prisoners could listen to the radio. 

After a month or so, Ukrainian volunteers tried to see the prisoners and 
bring them clothes, books, and parcels from their families, but they were 
not allowed in. 

Mashonkin was allowed to telephone his family a couple of times dur- 
ing his captivity from a telephone in the basement of the building. 

There was a priest in the cell and the prisoners were allowed to set up a 
sort of chapel in one corner. 

“We gathered there and prayed,” Mashonkin remembers. “That made 
things a little easier.” 

But the conditions were harsh nonetheless. The beatings continued. 

“When they beat us, they tried to convince us to come over to their 
side,” Mashonkin says. 

“There were Russian mercenaries and Chechens -- who were the cruel- 
est -- and locals from Donetsk,” he says. “We discovered that there were 
informers among us in the cell, so we learned not to say anything un- 
necessary.” 

Shortly after he was captured, Mashonkin was offered the opportunity 
to participate in a prisoner exchange and gain his freedom. But he says he 
gave up his place in favor of a fellow prisoner who was more seriously 
injured. It is a decision he does not regret -- although it meant spending 
another five months in that cell. 

“We were constantly taken out to work,” he says. “Cleaning up around 
town and in the offices of the commanders. They told us we were “Ukrain- 
ian slaves.’ When journalists were allowed in, they tried to hide those 
who had bruises.” 

At one point, Mashonkin and some other prisoners were taken back 
to the Donetsk airport and put to work pulling the bodies of their fallen 
comrades from beneath the rubble. 

Back home now, Mashonkin is in the process of demobilizing and find- 
ing his way back into civilian life in the western city of Lviv -- far from 
the Donbas, where the conflict continues despite a cease-fire signed three 
weeks after his capture. 

But he knows the things he endured will always be with him. 

“T have always thought for myself,” he says. “They tried to break me, to 
convince me that black was white. It didn’t work. But there are still boys 
back in Donetsk. I got out -- but they are still there.” 
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На полях Харківщини | Вулиця Леніна в центрі 
дозрівають результати Дніпропетровська 


допомоги USAID a 
дрібним фермерам носитиме ім'я Бандери? 


(Голос Америки)- — USAID допомагає піднятися дрібним фермерам УДні - є пе ee 
: В . : 5 : ніпропе y : і 
на Харківщині. Малим виробникам, що мають кілька гектарів землі Дніпр петровську розгорілися запеклі дискусії місцеві бізнесмени, люди старшого віку лиши- 
: я Те 2 щодо перейменування «червоних» вулиць, наз- лись при своїй думці. 
і бажання працювати, надають кредити і новітні технології. До яких - З : - , = 
; є : У ви яких планують замінити іменами гетьманів та «Оці казки, що це нічого не буде коштувати — 
) , МОЖ чити м м о Й : : м 1 
пезудиналаї Ме моно ae HU EE Geet ae демонетраційному | діячів національного визвольного руху. Громадські це дурниця. Усі підприємства, державні установи 
полі соняшника в селі Петровському, що в валаклійському раноні | слухання стосовно топонімічної реформи тривати- мають змінити печатки, таблички - і все це буде 
Харківської області. _ | муть два тижні. Частина учасників узагалі не го- за бюджетні гроші. Невже нам нікуди діти гроші? 
На Харківщині достигають соняхи. (Вже скинули свої жовті | това обговорювати нові назви, а лише заперечує Я вже понад 20 років цікавлюсь назвами вулиць, 
протуберанці й стоять, похиливши важкі голови, що аж репаються | закони «про декомунізацію». Тим часом на цих на- на честь кого вони названі, і маю сказати: у нас 
від насіння. строях дехто вже заробляє гроші. справді дуже багато непотребу в назвах. Але не 
Господар поля не приховує втіхи: вже видно, урожай буде щедрий. На перші громадські слухання щодо топонімічної треба діяти так, як оті хлопці 3 маузерами й в 
А рік - із прибутками. Хоча спершу, каже, сумнівався. Бо сіяв на реформи, крім істориків та краєзнавців, зібралось шкірянках - прийшли й за два місяці все перейме- 
виснаженій землі, засміченій бур'янами. Але он які соняхи вигнались всі р людей. Частина з них взагалі не ба- eee - зазначив учасник громадських слухань 
дб ; жала обговорювати варі 
- спекотне літо їм не зашкодило, ніяка хвороба заразиха, що лютує ae Seen реч 2 eee HOP HE: AGB вулиць; ae ee METS. а 
зак i ь-яких топонімічних одночас, історики т; 
на сусідніх полях, не причепилась. - р У ра о : ночас, історики та краєзнавці, які входять 
pan Р пн рин Зіярлятвах охочі змін. Серед тих, хто все ж готовий вести дискусію, до топонімічної комісії міськради і розробля- 
= LNG зепроднозу; ред мієці DMED ОХОЧІ | спалахнули гарячі суперечки. Чи не найбільш ли нові варіанти назв, зазначають, що закони 
ЛА ИЙ LEE SLE - дражливе питання - перейменування вулиці «про декомунізацію» треба не обговорювати, 
«Усім подобається моє поле. Усі ж добре знають, яке воно було. 


Україна вже зараз лідер 


Усі проїздили повз, стежили за розвитком. У нас люди досвідчені, 
розуміють, що й до чого. | всі бачать, що дуже добрий результат», - 
говорить дрібний фермер Валерій Каськов. 
У Валерія 30 гектарів землі, і він зве себе «дуже маленький 
фермер». Спершу йому бракувало усіх складових, потрібних для 
успіху. Ні фінансів, ні якісного посівного матеріалу, ні знань про 
нові технології. Звернувся до проекту Агроїінвест Агентства США 
з міжнародного розвитку. | ось - допомогли отримати кредит у 
кредитній спілці, насіння, стійке до хвороб - у всесвітньовідомої 
фірми DuPont Pioneer, поради з передових технологій - від агрономів- 
спеціалістів, з перших рук. 
«У фермерів є багато можливостей вчитися. Але ці можливості 
обмежені для дрібного і середнього виробника. Тому, ми зробили 
це демонстраційне поле, щоб передати місцевому малому фермеру 
і таким, як він, сучасні технології від кращих агрономів світу», — 
говорить керівник проекту USAID «Агроїнвест» Ерік Блайх, 
в експорті соняшникової олії. Якщо 
підняти дрібного виробника, дати йому дещицю ресурсів - нагодує 
себе i весь світ. У цьому переконаний Джон Пеннел, заступник 
директора місії USAID в Україні, Білорусі i Молдові: 
«Українські фермеривідомі вусьому світі умінням і працелюбністю. 
І тут невеличка інвестиція з боку Сполучених Штатів може дати 
величезний ефект. Ми сподіваємося, що цей Харківський проект 
- - стане моделлю для подібних інвестицій і в інших областях країни». 
Місцеві фермери поки що думають. Підраховують: які видатки, 
які прибутки. А в ArpoiHBecTi усіх скептиків запрошують на 
консультацію до фахівців. 
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Леніна в центрі міста на Степана Бандери. Не а виконувати. За підрахунками комісії, близько 


підтримують жителі деяких «червоних» вулиць i 
планів позбутись у назвах імен діячів компартійної 
епохи, замінивши їх на персоналії Доби Козаччи- 
ни. 

Жителі вулиці Погрібняка, яку топонімічна 
комісія запланувала назвати на честь гетьмана 
Івана Виговсь ого Be назбирали більше сотні 
підписів проти. За словами активістки ініціативної 
групи Олени Ковальової, люди не хочуть жити 
на вулиці, що носить ім'я діяча часів Руїни. 
Вони пропонують свої варіанти: повернути їхній 
вулиці історичну назву Полігонна, або ж піти на 
компроміс, що дозволить здійснити «переймену- 
вання без перейменування»: «перелицювати» ву- 
лицю Петра Погрібняка (міністра сільського го- 
сподарства УРСР брежнєвської епохи) на іншого, 
його однофамільця Якима Погрібняка, видатного 
зодчого, що збудував унікальний Новомосковсь- 
кий собор «без жодного цвяха». Тоді, вважають 
мешканці, їм навіть змінювати таблички на будин- 
ках не доведеться. 

«Ми не вимагаємо, щоб нам лишили стару на- 
зву. Ми хочемо, щоб вулиця носила назву відомого 
архітектора Якима Погрібняка. Він же не винний, 
що він однофамілець якогось комуніста. Але нам 
комісія сказала: ні, ні, ні. Ось папір, на ньому моя 
вулиця перейменована в гетьмана Виговського. Я 
почитала про нього. Не дарма час його правління 
називають Руїною, в той час розпочалась грома- 
дянська війна, він втік з України, коли проти нього 
виступила Запорозька Січ», - зазначає активістка 
ініціативної групи. 

Супротивники перейменування назв 3 
«комуністичним духом» у Дніпропетровську заяв- 
ляють, що топонімічні зміни будуть дорого кошту- 
вати міському бюджетові й самим жителям. Вони 
побоюються, що після зміни назви вулиці їм до- 
ведеться міняти паспорти і всі документи права 
власності на житло, а то й самим, власним кош- 
том, виготовляти нову табличку на будинок. По- 
при пояснення міської влади, що за чинним зако- 
нодавством змінювати документи необов'язково, а 


третин вулиць Дніпропетровська названі в дусі 
комуністичної пропаганди — це понад 700 назв. 

Члени комісії готові були розробляти нові 
варіанти щодо кожної з них, однак закон цього 
не вимагає. Він чітко визначає, що під перейме- 
нування мають підпасти тільки об'єкти, названі 
іменами більшовицьких та компартійних діячів 
не нижче районного масштабу. Відтак нові назви 
треба буде дати тільки трьомстам об'єктам. Назва 
міста підлягає обов'язковій зміні, зазначає член 
комісії з питань перейменування міськради Сергій 
Карноза. 

«В Україні, згідно з цим законом, буде 
обов'язково перейменовано | Дніпропетровськ 
i Кіровоград. I як би не маніпулювали, це буде 
обов'язково. Це навіть He обговорюється. 
Сьогодні відбувається обговорення, на яку назву 
перейменовувати, а не перейменовувати чи не пе- 
рейменовувати. Дніпропетровська більше не буде. 
Ковбаси по 2.10 не буде i Дніпропетровська теж не 
буде. Зараз політичні сили, які йтимуть на вибори, 
пообіцяють вам і дідька лисого, і кілограм цукру 
подарують, і «Дніпропетровськ» пообіцяють. Але 
цього не буде. Тому треба дискутувати нову назву 
й не гаяти часу», - заявив Сергій Карноза. 

Між THM Ha  перейменуванні Ta | не 
перейменуванні міста вже почали грати політичні 
сили, що готуються до виборів. Так, на одно- 
му з сайтів пошуку роботи з'явилась вакансія 
«агітатор», її пропонував громадський рух «Збе- 
режи місту ім'я - Дніпропетровськ». За кожен 
зібраний підпис проти перейменування обіцяють 
платити по 40 гривень. 

До кінця серпня громадські слухання щодо 
топонімічних змін мають відбутись в усіх районах 
Дніпропетровська. Рішення щодо нових назв ву- 
лиць має ухвалити міська рада до 21 листопада, а 
рішення щодо назви самого міста - Верховна Рада 
України. У квітні нинішнього року вона ухвалила 
закон про засудження комуністичного й нацистсь- 
кого тоталітарних режимів, у травні його підписав 
президент Петро Порошенко. 


Діти розповіли, 


як підірвались 


на гранаті у Донецьку 


Катерина Малофеєва, Радіо Свобода 

Снаряди все частіше стають причиною трагедій 
у зоні конфлікту на Донбасі. Жертвами часто є 
діти, які підбирають їх або підриваються на них. 
У Донецьку троє хлопчиків знайшли у дворі бу- 
динку підствольну гранату, вирішили пограти i в 
результаті опинилися у лікарні без рук i ніг. 

Андрію щойно виповнилося 13-ть - свій день на- 
родження він міг би відсвяткувати вдома, безтур- 
ботно граючи у футбол разом з однолітками, якби 
не трагічний випадок, що стався 7 серпня. Тоді троє 
хлопчиків принесли додому гранату і стали її роз- 
бирати. Граната вибухнула, залишивши дітей без 
кінцівок: Андрію та Сергію ампутували руку і ногу, 
7-річний Дмитрик залишився без пальців ніг i рук. | 
це не кажучи про численні осколкові поранення. 

«Hy, підствольник вибухнув. Взяв не я, а мій 

друг. Я з лікарні прийшов, він мені підствольник 
показав, ми сіли, а потім не знаю, що сталося. Ви- 
бух - і все. Голова боліла і у вухах шуміло. Більше 
нічого», - згадує Андрій. 


Вулиця, на якій живуть діти, - найближча до по- 
садки, за якою розташований військовий полігон, 
на якому постійно стріляють. 

«Біля посадки проводилися регулярні навчання 
військових частин і підрозділів. Я так розумію, 
що вони за собою не прибирали, військовий облік 
боєприпасів не вівся, просто валялися, де їм хо- 
четься. Я вважаю, що винні ті, хто проводив на- 
вчання, які безвідповідально, халатно поставили- 
ся до своєї роботи. Особисто я звинувачую кава- 
лера тієї частини, який дозволив так поводитися», 
— говорить мама Сергійка Світлана. 

Світлана та інші місцеві жителі неодноразово 
зверталися до районної влади так званої «ДНР» 
з проханням хоча б обгородити парканом посад- 
ку, адже діти є діти. На що їм відповідали: «Не 
бійтеся, стріляють холостими!» із 

Найважче для дітей - пережити перев'язки. Їхні 
рідні постійно перебувають поруч, з дітьми пра- 
цюють психологи. Попереду ще протезування i 
тривалий процес реабілітації. 
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Why Putin 15 losing 


By Brian Whitmore 

(RFE/RL)—Are little green men about to appear on 
the North Pole? 

Russia’s recent claim, using an extremely creative 
interpretation of international law, to exclusive eco- 
nomic rights to nearly half a million square miles of 
the Arctic Sea, was certainly a head scratcher. 

Sure the territory is valuable due to its untapped re- 
serves of fossil fuels and for the shipping lanes that 
will open as Arctic ice melts. But the claim is likely to 
ultimately be rejected by the United Nations. 

But sparking a manufactured international crisis 
over the Arctic, one that pits Russia against the United 
States and Canada, might be just what the doctor or- 
dered. 

Why? Because Vladimir Putin badly needs to make 
anew action movie to distract his people. 

The Kremlin leader is boxed in on so many fronts 
right now that he badly needs to change the subject. 

For starters, Putin has no good options in eastern 
Ukraine. 

The old fantasies about seizing so-called Novoros- 
sia, the strip of land from Kharkiv to Odesa, and 
establishing a land bridge to Crimea are dead. And the 
more modest goal expanding the territory Russia and 
its proxies currently hold, perhaps with a push to Ma- 
riupol, is probably out of the question too. 

Either campaign would be costly in terms of blood 
and treasure, it would certainly spark a fresh round 
of sanctions, and it would involve occupying hostile 
territory. The recent uptick in fighting this week reeks 
more of desperation than of a serious move to acquire 
more territory. 

Russia could, of course, just annex the territories 
controlled by Moscow’s proxies; or it could freeze the 
conflict and establish a Russian protectorate there. 

But in this case, Moscow would be shouldered with 
the burden of financing an economically unproductive 
enclave whose infrastructure has been destroyed. And 
do so while Russia’s economy is sinking into an ever 
deeper recession. 

Moreover, Russia would lose any leverage over the 
remainder of Ukraine, which would quickly move 


™ West. Sanctions would be continued, and possibly 


escalated. | am 

The Kremlin’s preferred option, given these lim- 
itations, is to force the territories back into Ukraine 
on Moscow’s terms — with broad autonomy and the 
ability to veto decisions by the Kyiv government. But 
Ukraine and the West appear unwilling to let this hap- 
pen. 

Putin has boxed himself into a corner in Ukraine, 
and it is difficult to see how he is going to get out of 
the quagmire he has created. 

It’s also difficult to imagine how Putin is going to 
extract himself from the quagmire he has created at 
home. 

The Kremlin leader is caught in a trap of his own 
making, between economic and political imperatives. 

With the economy sinking deeper into recession, in- 
flation spiking, oil prices dipping below $50 a barrel, 
and the ruble approaching the lows it reached earlier 
in the year, Putin badly needs sanctions eased to give 
the economy breathing space. 

But for that to happen, he would need to climb 
down in Ukraine, a move that would undermine the 
whole rationale for his rule and infuriate the national- 
ist supporters who make up his base. 

“Putin’s return to the presidential seat heralded a 
rather sudden pivot towards a deep-seated domestic 
nationalism,’ Moscow-based journalist Anna Arutun- 
yan wrote recently. 

“Yet nationalism as a state policy and identity, in- 
itially implemented to shore up Kremlin power, now 
has the Kremlin itself trapped and threatened by forces 
that it initially nurtured, but can no longer fully con- 
trol.” 

A recent report in Novaya Gazeta, for example, 
claimed that the war in eastern Ukraine risks “metas- 
tasizing” as volunteer fighters have been returning to 
Russia with large quantities of heavy weapons. 

During his first two terms in the Kremlin, Putin’s 
team — and most notably his chief political operator, 
Vladislav Surkoy — very skilfully co-opted and ma- 
nipulated both liberal and nationalist groups. 

That strategy caught up with him in 2011-12, when 
liberal disappointment resulted in the largest anti- 
Kremlin street protests Russia has seen since the 
breakup of the Soviet Union — leaving him no place 
else to turn but toward the nationalists. 

“Given the higher prevalence of nationalist views 


The global energy game 

is changing — апа it is 

not changing in Moscow 5 
favor. Shale, liquified 
natural gas (LNG), and 
renewables — three areas 
where Russia is extremely 
weak — are ascendant and 
are dramatically altering the 
market. 


— especially among members of the security services 
—a sense of betrayal could have much bigger conse- 
quences for the Kremlin than simply mass protests,” 
Arutunyan wrote. 

And on top of it all, Putin has an energy problem. 
It’s not just that oil prices are low, and will remain so 
for sometime — although that certainly is а problem. 

But the real essence of Putin’s energy woes are 
structural, not cyclical. The global energy game is 
changing — and it is not changing in Moscow’s favor. 

Shale, liquified natural gas (LNG), and renewables 
— three areas where Russia is extremely weak — are 
ascendant and are dramatically altering the market. 

The potential for ending sanctions on Iran puts a 
powerful new player and competitor — the world’s 
third largest natural gas producer — in the game. 

And the Ukraine conflict and Moscow’s aggressive 
posture toward the West have led Europe — Russia’s 
most important market — to change its energy poli- 
cies and seek alternative suppliers. 

Moreover, rather than looking the other way as Gaz- 
prom repeatedly flouted the European Union’s anti- 
trust laws, now Brussels is now cracking down. 

If one looks at Gazprom as a barometer of Russia’s 
fortunes, one statistic says it all: in 2008, the company 
had a market value of $360 billion; today it is worth 
just $55 billion. 

Energy has always been Putin’s trump card. He has 
been able to use it to bully former neighbors into sub- 
mission and bribe and blackmail the Europeans. 

Now it’s become a trump card he is losing fast. 

But at least Putin is still winning the battle for hearts 
and minds, right? 

For more than a year, we’ve been hearing about 
how Russia’s slick propaganda machine is crushing 
the West in the information war. 

Moscow has no doubt been very effective mounting 
guerrilla marketing campaigns aim at sowing doubt 
and confusion in the West. And they have been skill- 
ful in manipulating and surreptitiously influencing 
media narratives on issues like the Ukraine war and 
the downing of flight MH17. 

But guess what? After spending nearly half a bil- 
lion dollars to get its message out to the world, after 
unleashing armies of trolls to disrupt Western news 
sites, after launching the most widespread disinforma- 
tion campaign since the end of the Cold War, after all 
this, Russia’s global image is in the toilet. 

According to the Pew Research Center’s new re- 
port, only three countries in the world have a net posi- 
tive opinion of Russia: China, Vietnam, and Ghana. 
Worldwide, a median of just 30 percent view Russia 
favorably. 

Writing in Bloomberg View, political commentator 
Leonid Bershidsky quipped that “the money might be 
spent just as wisely buying more $600,000 watches 
for Putin’s press secretary, Dmitry Peskov.” 

And the numbers are dismal across the board. In 
Europe, just 26 percent view Russia favorably, in the 
Middle East, only 25 percent do. In Latin America, 
it’s only 29 percent. In the regions most favorably in- 
clined toward Russia — Asia and Africa — it’s just 37 
percent. 

And if Russia’s global image is bad, Putin’s is dis- 
mal. Worldwide, just 24 percent trust him. In Europe, 
just 15 percent do. 

To be sure, Russia’s propaganda machine is work- 
ing wonders at home, where Putin’s popularity is 
stratospheric despite a flailing economy. But one has 
to wonder how much long that that can last. 


Cultivating ties: Ukraine 
feeds China’s growing 
appetite for crops 


By Tony Wesolowsky 

(RFE/RL)--For years, the United States was China’s main source of 
corn. Not anymore. 

In January 2015, Ukraine shipped 470,047 tons of corn to China, 
overtaking the United States, according to official customs data. 

Ukraine shipped nearly 1 million tons of corn to China in 2014, and 
officials said in July that they want to double that amount this year. 

For Ukraine’s flat-lined economy, its agricultural sector has provided a 
much-needed jolt of life. 

The 16-month-long conflict with pro-Russian separatists in the east has 
not only cost more than 6,400 lives, but left much of the heavy industry 
there either shuttered or operating at less than full steam. Overall, the 
economy shrank nearly 7 percent last year and is projected to do even 
worse in 2015. The country’s currency, the hryvnia, has dropped more 
than 70 percent against the U.S. dollar since early 2014. 

Despite that, Ukraine’s total crop production in 2014 reached 63 
million tons, a post-Soviet record, and agricultural officials are hoping to 
come close to that this year. 

The bumper crops should come as no surprise for a country once 
dubbed Europe’s “breadbasket” due to the bountiful harvests cultivated 
on fertile lands known as “black soil.” Ukraine has about 32 million 
hectares of arable land, about one-third as much as in the entire European 
Union. 

This has officials in Beijing salivating. 

Ukraine fits into China’s plans to diversify its agricultural imports, 
according to Fred Gale, a senior economist at the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

“One of its key strategies has been to diversify its sources of com 
imports because China has been importing almost exclusively from the 
United States,” Gale told RFE/RL in a telephone interview. 

China is the world’s second-biggest consumer of corn, which Beijing | 
needs mainly to feed livestock as the Chinese population’s appetite for a 
Western diet -- including lots of meat -- grows. 

And the Ukrainians have eagerly stepped forward. 

In November 2013, UkrLandFarming -- Ukraine’s biggest agribusiness, 
owned by Oleh Bakhmatyuk -- stated that it hoped to sell up to 700,000 
tons of corn to China that season and reach exports to China of 2 million 
tons per year by 2018. 

Ukraine is also a piece of Beijing’s grander puzzle to develop a new 
trade route from China to Europe, according to Gale. 

“China has a strategy to raise its profile in global economics and 
politics. Part of that is its new Silk Road or also known as “One Belt, 
One Road’ strategy. And that involves strengthening economic relations 
with various countries between China and Europe, including Ukraine,” 
he said. 

In 2011, Beijing declared a Sino-Ukrainian strategic partnership, 
and a year later, in September 2012, Kyiv signed a $3 billion loan with 
the Export-Import Bank of China. Dubbed “loan-for-crops,” the deal 
guaranteed Ukraine a line of credit in exchange for part of the country’s 
corn harvest for a period of 15 years. 

In November 2013, Beijing declared its ambitious intention to rent 
and farm 5 percent of Ukraine’s land. A moratorium on the sale of land 
in Ukraine is set to expire on January 1, 2016. The ban, however, has 
not stopped foreign-owned companies from tilling the soil there. For 
example, Kernel Holding S.A., based in Luxembourg, farms 405,000 
hectares of land in Ukraine under lease agreements. 

Beijing’s interest in Ukraine extends beyond its farmland. 

In March, China lent Ukraine $15 billion over 15 years for housing 
construction to revive Ukraine’s collapsing real estate market. 

That same month, Ukrainian Economic Development and Trade 
Minister Aivaras Abromavichus said China was interested in investing 
in Ukraine’s information technology, or IT, sector. A few months later, 
in July, a first-ever China-Ukraine forum on science and technology was 
announced. 

Beijing’s closer ties with Kyiv may not sit well in Moscow, which has 
been hit with sanctions by the United States, the EU, and other Western 
nations over its support for the pro-Russian rebels in eastern Ukraine and 
its annexation of the Ukrainian peninsula of Crimea. 

Amid his growing isolation in the West, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has turned to China for support -- both on the geopolitical stage and 
as a trade partner and purchaser of Russian energy. 

But one of the limitations of Putin’s eastward pivot is that China is 
pursuing economic footholds in many neighbors of Russia, regardless 
of the tone of their ties with Moscow, and is only willing to go so far to 
please the Kremlin. 

That does not mean Ukraine will eclipse Russia in the eyes of China, 
however. 

John C.K. Daly of the Jamestown Foundation in Washington writes 
that “China’s budding economic ties with Ukraine are most likely to 
always take second stage to its relations with Russia.” 

And the trade figures seem to support him. 

Annual trade between Russia and China is worth some $100 billion, 
while trade with Ukraine amounts to $10 billion. 
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Three hostages: Estonian police officer Eston Kohver, Ukrainian filmmaker Oleh Sentsov, 


and Ukrainian military pilot Nadia Savchenko 


Meet Putin’s hostages 


By Brian Whitmore 

(RFE/RL)—One is a police officer; one is 
a filmmaker; and one is a pilot. 

Three people illegally abducted from their 
homelands and unjustly incarcerated by a 
rogue foreign power — their lives uprooted 
and disrupted, their futures in doubt. 

Meet Vladimir Putin’s hostages, two men 
and a woman who have become victims of 
the Kremlin leader’s jihad against inter- 
national rules, norms, and law. 

Putin has done many shocking and dis- 
turbing things in the past couple of years. 

He’s the first leader to forcibly annex an- 
other country’s territory in Europe since 
Adolf Hitler. He started a completely manu- 
factured war in eastern Ukraine that has 
killed thousands. He’s plunged Russia into 
an absurd spiral of xenophobia, intolerance, 
and repression. He’s engaged in a dangerous 
game of brinksmanship with the West. 

And he’s also become a kidnapper — the 
functional equivalent of an international 
crime boss. 


The Police Officer 

Moscow claims Eston Kohver is an Eston- 
ian spy and that he was caught conducting 
espionage on Russian territory. He isn’t and 
he wasn’t. The only thing he is guilty of is 
doing his job well and being a convenient 
target. 

Kohver is an officer of Estonia’s Internal 
Security Service, or KaPo, that country’s 
equivalent of the FBI. 

At the time he was abducted, he was in- 
vestigating a smuggling ring run by Russian 
organized crime groups in Estonia. On the 
morning of September 5, 2014, Kohver was 
on his way to meet a confidential informant 
in a secluded forest near the Estonian village 
of Miikse, just a few kilometers from the 
border with Russia. 

It was a ruse. It was nothing but a set-up. 
On his way to the meeting, Kohver was am- 
bushed with stun grenades, abducted at gun- 
point, and taken into Russia. 

Estonian and Russian border guards in- 
spected the area where Kohver disappeared 
on the day of the incident. A bilingual joint 
protocol clearly states, based on analysis of 
footprints in the area, that a group of people 
entered Estonia from Russia and then re- 
turned there. It also noted impact craters 
from stun grenades. 

After a widely criticized show-trial, a court 
in Russia’s Pskov region today sentenced 
Kohver to 15 years in prison for espionage. 


The Filmmaker 

Russia claims Oleh Sentsovy is a terrorist. 
He isn’t. The only thing Sentsov is guilty 
of is bravery — of being willing to openly 
oppose Moscow’s illegal annexation of his 
homeland. 

Sentsov is an up-and-coming Ukrainian 
director best known for his acclaimed film 
Gaamer, which debuted at the 2012 Rot- 
terdam Film Festival. He is also the single 
father of two children. 

A native of Crimea, Sentsov was a strong 
supporter of Ukraine’s pro-Western Euro- 


maidan uprising. He was also a fierce op- 
ponent of Russia’s annexation of Crimea, 
and helped deliver food supplies to Ukrain- 
jan servicemen trapped on their bases on the 
peninsula. 

Sentsov was seized off the street by Rus- 
sian security agents in Simferopol on May 
11, 2014, shortly after he had attended a 
demonstration against the annexation. 

He surfaced in custody in Moscow days 
later and was charged with setting fires in 
the offices of the United Russia party and the 
Russian Community of Crimea. He was also 
charged with plotting to blow up Simfero- 
pol’s Lenin monument and its eternal flame. 

Prosecutors have shown scant evidence 
to support the charges against Sentsov and 
a key witness — Hennady Аїапазуєу — re- 
tracted his testimony incriminating the dir- 
ector in open court, claiming it was given 
under duress. 

Sentsov’s show-trial in the southern Rus- 
sian city of Rostov-On-Don wrapped up to- 
day with prosecutors calling for a 23-year 
sentence. 

“T am not going to ask for anything from 
you,” Sentsoy said in a defiant closing state- 
ment. “Everyone understands that a court of 
occupiers by definition cannot be just. Don’t 
take it personally, your honor.” 


The Pilot 

Of Putin’s three international hostages, 
Nadia Savchenko is the most famous. 

Moscow says Savchenko is a murderer. 
She isn’t. The only thing she is guilty of is 
risking her life for her country’s independ- 
ence. 

Ukraine’s first female military pilot, Sav- 
chenko was a volunteer fighting Moscow- 
backed separatists in Donbas. She was on a 
mission to rescue Ukrainian soldiers when 
she was captured by separatists near the vil- 
lage of Metalist in Luhansk Oblast sometime 
in mid-June 2014. 

On June 19, separatists posted a video of 
her being interrogated while handcuffed to a 
metal pipe. 

She surfaced in custody weeks later in 
Russia and was charged with being complicit 
in the deaths of two Russian journalists, who 
were killed in a mortar attack, and then il- 
legally crossing the border into Russia. 

Savchenko’s lawyers say her mobile 
phone records and video evidence prove 
that she was already in captivity when the 
journalists were killed. She faces 25 years in 
prison if convicted. 

Other than being victims of Putin’s kid- 
napping spree, Kohver, Sentsoy, and Зау- 
chenko have something else in common. 

They were all born in the Soviet Union 
and they all became loyal, successful, and 
productive citizens of their newly independ- 
ent countries. 

And for Putin, who considers the break-up 
of the U.S.S.R. to be a tragedy, this is enough 
of a crime to make them fair game. 

But for the rest of us, they must be con- 
sidered hostages who were illegally ab- 
ducted by an increasingly dangerous rogue 
state. 


By Lea Gernemann & Lina Rusch, 
Kyiv Post 

Accounts of Ukraine’s wartime economy 
are increasingly apocalyptic and the war in 
the East continues to put pressure on busi- 
nesses. The consequences of the economic 
downward spiral are being felt all over the 
country, but deep transformations are under- 
way. Especially in regions where trade with 
Russia had long been the backbone of the 
economy things are doomed to change. 

Unlike a few years ago, passenger flights 
are now a rare occurrence at the airport of 
the Southern Ukrainian city of Mykolayiv, 
but dedicated travellers can reach the city 
from Kyiv within a seven-hour drive past 
endless sunflower fields. Driving across the 
vast Southern Buh river into the city center, 
one is met with the sight of abandoned ship- 
yards and rusty cranes that speak of the city’s 
past as the Southern shipbuilding capital of 
the Soviet Union. The local youth now jump 
off the decayed bridge for a refreshing swim 
in the river, the rusty railing halfheartedly 
painted over with blue and yellow paint - the 
national colours of Ukraine. 

Mykolayiv is one of those regional cap- 
itals in Ukraine where the events that started 
at the Kyiv Maidan and cumulated in a bitter 
conflict in the East of the country have had 
a profound impact. National symbols and 
colours all over town-after the local Maidan 
protests are sign of a new, unprecedented 
support for a united Ukraine, not at last be- 
cause Russian-annexed Crimea is less than 
200 km away and fears of an extended Rus- 
sian invasion in what Putin envisages as 
“Novorossiya” run deep. But also the local 
farming and export-based economy suffers 
disproportionately from the impact of the 
war with Russia. 

Galina Zhirnova’s office at the local Cham- 
ber of Industry and Commerce is filled with 
thick folders. “These are all documents with 
information about EU regulations and stan- 
dards. For some of them we have Russian 
translations.” The “General Guidance on EU 
import and transit rules for live animals and 
animal products from third countries” is one 
of these key documents that Galina Zhirnova 
and her colleagues consult for Mykolayiv 
exporting businesses who are suddenly faced 
with a drop in demand from Russia and need 
to reorient their trade volumes towards other 
countries. 

“We are changing our priorities from East 
to West. This brings about very big problems: 
before our trade links were mostly with Rus- 
sia and now we have to change everything 
dramatically,’ explains Irina Skorbilina, 
Head of the Business Development and 
Educational Department of the Chamber. 
She just returned from a training course in 
Western Europe, where she was taught how 
to consult EU websites and documents about 
production standards on the European mar- 
ket in order to assist her clients in Ukraine 
who want to establish trade links with EU 
countries. “Even if Europe is prepared to 
trade with us, our products are not satisfac- 
tory for the European consumer market - this 
is one of the big issues,” she analyses. 

Agriculture and food production have al- 
ways played an important role in the local 
economy. Mykolayiv boasts some major 
post-Soviet success stories in this sector, 
among them juice producer Sandora, which 
today holds almost half of the domestic mar- 
ket, and Nibulon, the country’s largest grain 
exporter and agricultural company. Such 
agro-giants undoubtedly produce high qual- 
ity products for global markets, but overall 
the foundation of the Ukrainian agricultural 
sector is far removed from the highly tech- 
nologized mass production that dominates 
the European market. Farmers, who provide 
the raw material for many small-scale food 
producers in the Mykolayiv region, typ- 
ically own no more than a few sotkas - an 
area equal to 100m? - and rely on traditional 
farming methods. Food processing plants 
relying on these farms automatically conflict 
with the notoriously strict regulations of the 
European Union. 


“Cheese producers mostly work like this: 
There is a truck that leaves in the morning 
and collects milk from private cow owners 
and farmers. This is still completely manual 
labor, there are no sanitary certificates and so 
on. According to European regulations, they 
should have their own facilities and all steps 
should be mechanized,” explains Nataliya 
Ishchenko, Dean of the Faculty of Econom- 
ics at Petro Mohyla Black Sea State Univer- 
sity. Rebuilding regional agriculture to meet 
the expectations of new consumers is likely 
to be a prolonged and costly process that will 
leave many traditional farmers behind. 

Generating the financial resources needed 
for the adjustment to European standards 
is not the only challenge that lies ahead for 
Ukrainian businesses. The transition, ac- 
cording to the expert, is likely to be as much 
mental as it is material: “In our tradition, 
products are supposed to be cheap and tasty. 
The European way, if we understand it cor- 
rectly, requires safety on all levels above all 
else. It’s very hard to change the mindset of 
workers in this regard.” 

The challenges of adapting modes of pro- 
duction to European standards confronting 
Mykolayiv at present come at a time when 
that last economic blow, the decline of the 
traditional shipbuilding industry in the after- 
math of the Soviet Union, is hardly over- 
come yet. In Soviet times both military and 
civil vessels were produced in the city that 
is so conveniently located at the junction of 
the Inhul into the Buh river and once upon a 
time the industry employed a majority of the 
city population. One of the three plants was 
closed right in 1991, the two others are still 
in the process of laying off their workers. 
Nothing but a few yachts and the odd ship 
corpus gets produced here anymore, gradu- 
ates of the local shipbuilding university are 
forced to find work abroad. 

Nevertheless, the Mykolayiv port remains 
an important transport hub for the entire 
country and the shipping export business 
might constitute a slight chance for recovery 
of the shipbuilding industry. Galina Zhirnova 
of the local Chamber of Industry and Com- 
merce points to the relatively stable perform- 
ance of Ukraine’s first and only private port 
Nika-Tera as a possible source of demand 
for locally produced vessels. But much 
like the shipbuilding sector experienced its 
great crisis in the 1990s, the transport indus- 
try today is faced with a new and possibly 
devastating challenge as the utilization of 
transport routes to Russia is slowing down. 
“After Maidan, Europe gave us preferential 
treatment - cargos from Ukraine don’t have 
to pay custom duties, so there has been some 
increase in shipments towards Europe. But 
these new opportunities do not make up for 
the lost cargos to Russia,” says Ischchenko. 

With long-needed political and societal 
change gradually on the way, Ukraine is 
currently transforming on many fronts. The 
economic repercussions of the conflict in the 
East, however, might prove just as great a 
challenge to the country. Mykolayiv is one 
of many Ukrainian cities experiencing the ef- 
fects of a sudden and inevitable shift in trade 
relations away from Russia and towards the 
West. How companies in Mykolayiv and all 
across the nation will adjust their production 
and business practices to this new orienta- 
tion will critically determine the future of the 
country. 

This article was written within the frame- 
work of the Summer School “Historicity and 
Post-Revolution - a Journalistic Retrospect- 
ive in the Maidan Movement throughout the 
Country”, organised by the National Uni- 
versity of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy and the 
Lectureship Program of the Robert-Bosch- 
Foundation in Kyiv. 

Lea Gernemann is a Master's student of 
“Economics, State & Society” at University 
College London and Moscow Higher School 
of Economics. 

Lina Rusch is a Master’s student of 
“Global Communication & International 
Journalism” at Freie Universitdt Berlin and 
St. Petersburg State University. 
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Just say ‘nyet 
Hash article, cleaning products 
latest to be banned in Russia 


By Pete Baumgartner, 

(RFE/RL)}—Last week, Califor- 
nia wines and French meat were 
attacked, today it’s Wikipedia and 
washing detergents. 

Within hours of backing off 
on a ban that prevented Russians 
from accessing Wikipedia, Rus- 
sian authorities on August 25 were 
ordering stores across the country 
to remove popular washing deter- 
gents and soaps from their shelves. 

It was only the latest episode 
in the Kremlin’s dizzying parade 
of bans and blacklists on foreign 
products since the United States, 
the European Union, and much of 
the rest of the Western world im- 
posed sanctions on Russia last year 
over its seizure of Crimea and in- 
volvement in the fighting in eastern 
Ukraine. 

People in many parts of Russia 
were unable to access Wikipedia 
late on August 24 and early the 
next day after Russian media-regu- 
lating agency Roskomnadzor or- 
dered Internet service providers to 
block access to a Wikipedia article 
that contained information about a 
type of hashish known as charas. 

Because Wikipedia doesn’t allow 
for specific articles to be blocked, 
the order blocked all access to the 
site. 

But Roskomnadzor lifted the ban 
a few hours later, saying the of- 
fending article had been “edited.” 

Meanwhile, Roskomnadzor’s 
sister agency for consumer goods, 
Rospotrebnadzor — the Federal 

ice for Supervision of Con- 
sumer Rights Protection and Hu- 
man Well-Being — said it had 
found irregularities in a host of 
detergents, soaps, and cleaning 
solutions by such multinational 
companies as Clorox, Procter & 
Gamble, and Colgate-Palmolive. 

Curiously, unlike | ргеміошя 
Rospotrebnadzor bans on foreign- 
made products, almost all of the 
cleaning products are made in Rus- 
sia, and the embargo included the 
Russian company Nevskaya Kos- 
metika. - 

One very popular cleaning agent, 
Fairy Platinum, is among the prod- 
ucts blacklisted. 

But Russian singer-songwriter 
Yelena Vayenga gave a patriotic re- 
sponse to the news that could have 
been scripted by the Kremlin itself: 
“We won't die without ‘Fairy.’ Не 
who sells it will die without us! In 
the end, I have my hands, my head, 
and laundry soap, I'll clean every- 
thing perfectly with it. am a good 


housekeeper.” 


The Russian consumer can, in- 
deed, survive without Fairy Plat- 
inum. But the thousands of people 
employed just by Procter & Gam- 
ble at plants in the Tula and Nizhny 
Novgorod regions could lose their 
jobs if the products they make are 
on а long-term blacklist. 

Much like the hundreds of work- 
ers at several McDonald’s restau- 
Tants shut down last year when 
Rospotrebnadzor decided to close 
them for alleged sanitary viola- 
tions. Most have since reopened. 

Perhaps the most controversial 
move by the Russian government 
in its campaign against foreign 
goods has been its decision early 
this summer to strictly enforce its 
ban on foreign foods. 

Stories of illegal “foreign” duck- 


lings being euthanized at the border 
by Russian officials and physically 
destroyed (lest someone should 
try to eat them afterward!), three 
frozen geese from Hungary being 
crushed by a bulldozer and buried, 
and untold tons of cheese, fruit, and 
vegetables being burned or pulver- 
ized have been widely criticized by 
the public and joked about on so- 
cial media. 

So while Russian officials tri- 
umphantly proclaimed on August 
24 they had destroyed more than 
600 tons of illegal food so far, a 
fresh opinion poll showed the pub- 
lic quite divided on the practice — 
particularly with an estimated 16.1 
million Russians living below the 
poverty line. 

The VTsIOM poll showed 46 
percent of those surveyed sup- 
ported the foreign-food-destruction 
campaign, but 44 percent opposed 
ло 

And an even more cynical gov- 
ernment proposal would have Rus- 
sia banning all foreign medical 
supplies and equipment, a develop- 
ment that could be devastating to 
the health of many Russians. 

Such a ban — which a new 
poll showed is opposed by some 
66 percent of Russians surveyed 
— would reportedly also include 
Western-made condoms. 

But whether the campaign 
against foreign products is sup- 
ported by the public or not, it 
looks to have solid support from 
President Vladimir Putin’s admin- 
istration, which even set up a goy- 
ermment commission on “import 
replacement” and has deputy prime 
ministers frequently talking about 
Russia becoming “completely in- 
dependent” of Western products. 

Amid the euphoria of hatred 
against foreign products, the goy- 
ernment set up two hotlines on Au- 
gust 18 that allow people to call if 
they spot a neighbor or anyone else 
eating a banned foreign food. 

Shortly afterward, a man in 
Vladivostok identified as Nikolai 
called the authorities to report that 
his neighbors were eating a Polish 
goose and smoking Dutch tobacco. 

The silliness continued when 
Russian television showed police 
arresting several men in connec- 
tion with a “cheese mafia” — busi- 
nessmen who had imported cheese 
from the West. 

A short, unofficial list of some 
other rather odd things currently 
banned in Russia includes (not 
necessarily banned because of the 
Ukraine crisis) 

1. Swearing in movies, on tele- 
vision, in public performances, in 
books, and online, is forbidden 
since last year 

2. The sale of synthetic lingerie 
with less than 6 percent cotton has 
also been illegal since 2014 

3. Tobacco hookahs in bars and 
restaurants were banned last year 
during a general ban on tobacco 
products 

4. Ukrainian cheese 

5. Polish sprats 

6. The Thomas Hardy Holly- 
wood film Child 44, banned in 
April because Russian officials 
said it distorted history 

7. Books by British military his- 
torians Antony Beevor and Sir John 
Keegan in Russia’s Sverdlovsk re- 
gion 
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The Face Of War 


Visitors look at a piece titled The Face Of War by Ukrainian artist Daria Marchenko at the M17 Contemporary 
Art Center in Kyiv. The artwork is made from about 5,000 cartridge cases retrieved from the conflict zone in 
eastern Ukraine. (epa/Roman Pilipey) 


Final MH17 crash report 
due in October 


(RFE/RL)—The Dutch Safety 
Board has announced that the 
final report into the downing of 
Malaysian Airlines flight MH17 
over eastern Ukraine last year will 
be published on October 13. 

All 298 people on board the 
plane, travelling from Amsterdam 
to Kuala Lumpur, were killed in the 
crash last year. 

Two | thirds 


of the victims 


were Dutch, and the country is 
leading the judicial and air safety 
investigations into the crash. 

In a preliminary report last year, 
the Dutch Safety Board blamed 
the crash on “high energy objects” 
striking the aircraft. 

Western governments have 
said they believe it was downed 
by a ground-to-air missile fired 
in error by Moscow-backed 


separatists. 

Russia contests that claim, and 
has variously attributed the crash 
to an unidentified Ukrainian fighter 
aircraft and a Ukrainian-launched 
anti-aircraft missile. 

Last month, Russia vetoed a 
UN Security Council resolution to 
establish an international tribunal 
to find and try those responsible for 
the Boeing 777’s downing. 


RODAN 


Energy Solutions 


Rodan Energy Solutions is a proud 


supporter of the Ukrainian community and 
its celebration of the 24" Anniversary of 


Ukraine’s Independence. 


Rodan Energy Solutions is a leading smart grid company delivering custom energy solutions to 
energy users, utilities and power producers throughout North America. 


Combining our expertise in metering, monitoring, energy management and demand response, we 
are enhancing power system reliability, reducing energy costs, and helping to develop a sustainable 


energy future. 


Rodan Energy Solutions 

165 Matheson Blvd, E. Suite 6 
Mississauga, ON, 142 5К2 
info@rodanenergy.com | (905) 625.9900 
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along Russian border 


(RFE/RL)—Estonia says it plans to build a fence along part of its 
eastern border with Russia to safeguard its security and protect the EU’s 
passport-free Schengen Area. 

Interior Ministry spokesman Toomas Viks told the French AFP news 
agency on August 27 that construction would begin in 2018 and be com- 
pleted by 2019. 

He said the information gathered by around-the-clock surveillance 
could “be used as evidence in cases of cross-border crime, be it illegal 
border crossing, smuggling, [or] human trafficking.” 

According to Estonia’s border guards, the 2.5-meter-high barbed-wire 
fence will span nearly 110 kilometers. 

The announcement comes amid regional tensions over the conflict in 
Ukraine. 

The Baltic states, including Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, have been 
rattled by Russia’s actions in eastern Ukraine, where Moscow-backed 
separatists have been fighting government forces since April 2014. 


Germany’s Steinmeier warns 
of ‘explosive’ Ukraine crisis 


(RFE/RL)—Germany’s foreign minister says the situation in eastern 
Ukraine is “explosive” and that urgent talks must be held to prevent "а 
new military escalation spiral.” 

Frank-Walter Steinmeier made the comments in an interview pub- 
lished on August 16 in the Bild Am Sonntag. 

Steinmeier said he has proposed that representatives of Kyiv and the 
Russia-backed separatists in eastern Ukraine meet immediately with rep- 
resentatives of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) for talks on reducing tensions. 

A cease-fire deal signed in Minsk in February has eased the violence 
somewhat, but both sides claim violations on a daily basis. 


19th Annual 


TORONTO 
‘UKRAINIAN 
FESTIVAL 


September 18-20, 2015 


The largest Ukrainian street festival in North America 
Cultural pavilions, delicious food, craft & artisan market, sidewalk sale, 
children’s midway, film festival, refreshment garden, street dances, 
after-parties & more ... 


з» 


© Two stages for non-stop entertainment 


о Ecumenical service: Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
© Youth performers: Sunday from 12:00-2:30 p.m. 


NORTHLAND POWER nortetann FESTIVAL STAGE 
POWER 


Featuring: 


and other fabulous performers 
from Canada, USA, Ukraine & beyond 


supported by the 


Narasha Dobrtancy 
цес Up the Lis " 


Sub Georgian Ensemble М. 


er un hagan! Соколи Macy bast verwake / 
з Foe Be 


Located on Bloor St.W. 
between Jane & Runnymede 


о OMNI Bloor West Village Ukrainian Festival Parade: Saturday at | 1:00 a.m. 

Volya Ukrainian Dance Ensemble - Edmonton 

Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus - Detroit y 
"У 


Communities Through Arts and Heritage Ргоргот, IIPS gt Sse Heritoge 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, оч 27 - September 9, 27 серпня - 9 вересня, 2015 


“Estonia to build fence | Eclectic film mix has something 
for everyone at Toronto festival 


(BWV TUF)—Documentary, 
animation. Feature, short. Modern, 
traditional. There’s a movie style 
to suit almost every taste at the 
2015 Bloor West Village Toronto 
Ukrainian Festival’s annual Film 
Day on Saturday, September 19. 

Featured this year, along with 
talks from their directors and a live 
performance, are documentaries 
Pride of Ukraine: A Documentary 
of Hope and Inspiration and Music 
of Survival: The Story of the 
Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus, as 
well as animated-short My Baba’s 
Kitchen. Also screening will be a 
rarely-seen, full-length feature film 


from 1938 and a variety of films of 


diverse lengths and genres. 

Film Day is being held at the 
Runnymede Branch of the Toronto 
Public Library, 2178 Bloor Street 
West, from 10:00-6:00 p.m. 
Admission is free. 

Special Appearances: 

* Meet the Directors: Michelle 
Emson, | producer/director 
Pride of Ukraine, Orest Sushko, 
producer/director of Music 
Survival, and Stephanie Turenko, 
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writer/director of Му Baba’s 
Kitchen will introduce their films 
and take questions following their 


screenings. 
- Hear the Music Live: The 
Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus 


will perform on the Northland 
Power Festival Stage on Saturday, 
September 19 during the evening 
program. 

Film Descriptions: 

* Pride of Ukraine reveals 
the history of the LGBT Pride 
movement in Ukraine. The film, 
released in March of this year, 
tells the story of KyivPride, the 
first attempt of the Ukrainian 
LGBT community to rise up and 
make their voice be heard by the 
government. The documentary 
includes interviews with activists 
and allies from Ukraine, Canada 
and Germany, as well as footage 
from KyivPride events in 2012, 
the successful march in 2013, and 
the cancellation of the 2014 march. 
(4:00 p.m.) 

* Music of Survival narrated 
by Colm Feore, is the story of the 
Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus — a 
vivid chronicle that celebrates the 
human spirit. This is the triumphant 
story of the original 17 members of 
the Chorus who survived World 
War II as a musical ensemble. The 
film brings out the deepest roots of 
a fragile tradition, celebrating the 
resiliency of a music culture that 


has survived centuries. The film 
illustrates the bandurist as bard, as 
seer, as spiritual emissary for the 
soul of the Ukrainian people, then 
and now. (2:25 p.m.) 

» My Baba’s Kitchen is a short, 
animated film that tells the story of 
how the director’s grandparents met 
under extraordinary circumstances. 
The film takes place in both the 
past and present as a conversation 
between a grandmother and her 
curious granddaughter. It addresses 
the idea of how culture really 
connects us, whether it be finding 
a soul-mate or accepting our 
grandparents. The animations and 
music were created in Ukraine, 
while the writing, producing, 
editing and art direction were done 
in Canada. (1:50 p.m.) 

The 19th annual Bloor West 
Village Toronto Ukrainian Festival 
runs from September 18-20, 
2015 on Bloor St. W. between 
Runnymede Rd. and Jane St. in 
Toronto. The event attracts more 
than 620,000 visitors and features 
non-stop musical and dancing 
entertainment, popular Ukrainian 
foods (perogies, cabbage rolls, 
borscht and more), beverage 
garden, street parade, film festival, 
art exhibit, youth program, arts and 
crafts, vendor market, children’s 
midway, sidewalk sale and cultural 
exhibits. Admission is free. (www. 
ukrainianfestival.com) 


Russia fined 5115,000 - 
for snubbing 
Canada’s anthem 


The Russian Hockey Federation was fined Monday over the national 
team snubbing Canada’s victory celebrations after the world championship 


final, reports The Canadian Press. 


The sport’s governing body, IIHF, said the Russian players deliberately 
lefi the ice before Canada’s national anthem was played after a signal 


from captain Ilya Kovalchuk. 


The Russian federation had claimed its players had been confused after 
the rink-side gate was left open and took that as a signal to leave following 


the 6-1 loss in May in Prague. 


But after studying video evidence, the IIHF said Kovalchuk gave an 
““nmistakable head gesture” as signal for teammates to skate off the ice 
early after collecting their silver medals. They did not stay to hear the 
Canadian anthem and watch the flags of the three medallist countries 


being raised. 


“This was exceptional as no other team has ever left the ice before the 
IIHF Ice Hockey World Championship medal ceremony was completed,” 


the Zurich-based body said. 


The ITHF fined the Russian hockey federation 80,000 Swiss francs 
(about $115,000 Cdn) after accepting it had apologized to Canadian 


officials. 


The IJHF ruled that the open rink-side gate was 


“irrelevant” and 


noted that Russian players and officials were aware of tournament rules 


“because of their vast experience.” 


“The panel is of the opinion that the occurrences on the ice show that 
this is not a result of an unfortunate misunderstanding” as Russia claimed, 


the ITHF said. 


The Russian federation said it accepted the fine, but stuck by its claim 


" that the exit was a case of confusion rather than deliberate disrespect. 


“The decision to leave the rink was not linked to ill intent and disrespect 
to the opposing team,” the federation said in a statement. “The federation 
will carefully ensure that players and team representatives comply with all 
details of event protocol both at international and domestic compeéetitions.” 

Kovalchuk, the former Atlanta Thrashers and New Jersey Devils 
forward, was not sanctioned ahead of his country hosting the 2016 worlds. 

Kovalchuk retired from the NHL in 2013 to join SKA St. Petersburg 
ahead of the Sochi Olympics, where Canada won the gold medal. 

He had signed a 15-year, $100 million contract with the Devils after 
being traded from the Thrashers in 2010 but left after three seasons. 


